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PREFACE TO THE AMERICAN EDITION.

Tae edition of the “ Glomes of Mary” now pre-
sented to the Catholic public of America is the first
complete translation of the work ever made into the
English language. We trust that it will be found
to retain the spirit of the learned and saintly author,
and that it will be welcomed by the faithful in this
country with the same delight which it has univer-
silly called forth in Catholic Europe.



PROTEST OF THE AUTHOR.

1x ol edience to the decrees of Urban VIIL, of holy
memory, I protest, that I do not intend to attribute
any other than purely human authority.to all the
miracles, revelations, graces, and incidents contained
in this book ; neither to the titles holy or blessed ap-
plied $o the servants of God not yet canonized ; ex-
cept in cases where these have been confirmed by the
holy Roman Catholic Church, and by the holy Apos-
tolic See, of whom I profess myself an obedient son ;
and therefore to their judgment I submit myself and
whatever I have written in this book.
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PETITION OF THE AUTHOR TO JESUS AND
MARY.

My most loving Redeemer and Lord Jesus Christ,
I thy poor servant, knowing how pleasing to thee are
those who seek to glorify thy most holy mother,
whom thou lovest so much, and dost so much desire
to see loved and honored by all men, I propose to
- publish this book of mine which treats of her glories.
I know not to whom I could commend it but to thee,
who hast so0 anuch at heart. the glory of this mother.
To thee, then, I present and dedicate it. Receive this
little offering of my love for thee and thy beloved
mother. Take it under thy protection, and pour into
.the hearts of those who read it the light of confidence
in this immaculate Virgin, and the warmth of a burn-
ing love fur her, in whom thou hast placed the hope
and refuge of all the redeemed. And for the reward
of this, my poor effort, give me, I pray thee, that love
for Mary with which I have desired to inflame, by
this my little work, the hearts of all those who read it.

To thee also I appeal, oh my sweetest Lady and
mother Mary, Thou knowest that in thee, next to
Jesus, I have placed all hope of my eternal salvation,
since all the good I have received, my conversion, my
vocation to leave the world, and whatever other graces
have Leen given me by God, I acknowledge them all
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as coming through thee. Thou knowest that to

“thee loved by all as thou dost deserve, and to offer tl
some token of gratitude, I have always sought to p
claim thee everywhere, in public and in private, and
mspire all men with a sweet and salutary devotion
thee. I hope to continue to do so for the remain
of my life, even to my last breath, But I see by
advanced age and declining health that the end of
pilgrimage and my entrance into eternity are draw
near ; therefore, I hope to give to the world, bef
my death, this little book of mine which may conti
to proclaim thee for me, and also may excite ot}
to publish thy glories and the great mercy which t
dost exercise towards thy devoted servamts. I he
my most beloved queen, that this my poor offer
although it falls so far short of thy merit, may
pleasing to thy grateful heart, since it is wholly a
of love. Extend, then, that most kind hand of t!
with which thou hast delivered me from the wi
and from hell, and accept it and protect it as bel
ing to thee. But I ask this reward for my little o:
ing, that henceforth I may loye thee more, and -
all into whose hands this work shall fall, may be
flamed with thy love, so that immediately their de
may increase to love thee, and see others love f
also; and that they may engage with all ardo:
proclaiming and promoting, as far as possible,
praise, and confidence in thy most holy intercess
Thus I hope, thus may it be.



TO THE READER.

Ix order that this little work of mine may not be
exposed to censure from very fastidious critics, I have
thought it best to place in a clearer light some of the
propositions which it contains, and which may seem
too bold, or perhaps obscure. I here enumerate some
of them, and if others, my dear reader, should come
under your eye, I pray you to consider them as meant
and spoken by me according to the sense of true and
sound theology, and of the holy Roman Catholic
Church, whose obedient son I profess myself. In the
introduction, page 19, referring to chap. 5th of the
book, I have said that God has ordained that all
graces should come to us through the hands of Mary.
Now this is a very consoling truth for souls tenderly
attached to the most holy Mary, and for poor sinners
who desire to be converted. Nor should this appear
to any one inconsistent with sound theology, since its
author, St. Augustine, puts it forth as a general state-
ment, that Mary has shared, by means of her charity,
in the spiritual birth of all the members of the:
Church.*

® Mater quidem spiritu non capitis nostri, qnod est ipse salva-
tor, ex qno magie illa spiritualiter nata est; quia omnes, qui in
sum crediderint, in quibus et ipea est. recte filii sponsi appellan
2
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A well-known author, whom no one will suspect of
exaggeration or of fanciful and overheated devotion,
adds, that as Jesus Christ really formed his Churchon
Calvary, it is plain that the holy Virgin really co-
operated with him, in a peculiar and excellent manner,
in its formation.* And for the same reason it may
be said, that if she brought forth Jesus Christ, the
head of the Church, without pain, she. did nét bring
forth the body of this head without pain. . Hence she
commenced on Calvary to be, in a paiticular manner,
mother of the whole Church. To say all in a. few
words, Almighty God, in. order to glotify the mother
of the Redeemer, has ordained that her great charity
should intercede for all those for whom her divine
Son offered and paid the.superabundant ransom of
‘his precious blood, in which alone is our salvation, life,
and resurrection. It is on the basis of this doctrine
and whatever belongs to it that T have undertaken to
establish my propositions,} which the saints in their
affecting colloquies with Mary, and in their fervent
discourses concerning her, have not hesitated to assert :
whence an ancient’ father, quoted by the celebrated
Vincenzo Contensone, has written: The fulness of
grace was in Christ as the head from which it flows,

tur; sed plane mater mewnbroram ejus (quse nos sumus) quia
cooperata est charitate, ut fidelos in Ecclesia nascerentur, qui
illins capitis membra suut. Lijb. do S8ancts Virginitate, eap. 6.
# M, Nicole, Instr. theol. and mor. ou the i.ord's Prayer, the
Angelical Balutation, &o., Instr, 5, o §
+ Part 1 ) "8, 88,009
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but in Mary as the neck through which it is trans-
mitted.* This is plainly taught by the angelic Doctor,
St. Thomas, who confirms all the foregoing in these
words : The blessed Virgin is called full of grace in
three ways . . . . .. The third, in reference to its
overflowing upon all men. For great is it in each
saint if he hath ‘enough of, grace: for the’ salvation of
many; but this would be the greatest, if he had
enough for the salvation of all men; and it is so with
Christ and the blessed Virgin, for in every danger we
may obtain salvation ‘through the glorious Virgin,
Hence, cant. 4, v. 4, a thousand bucklers—that is,
remedies against dangers—hang wupon her; “Mille
clypei pendent ex ea.” Hence in every virtuous work
we can have her aid, and, therefore, she herself says,
In me is all hope of life and of virtue: “In me omnis
spes vite et virlutis.”f—Eccli._ xxiv. 25.

# In Christo fuit plemtudo gratie, sicut in capite influente ;
in Maria vero, sicut in collo transfundente. Theolog. mentis et
cordis. Tom. 2, Lib. 10. Dissert. 6, c. 1. Speculnt. 2. in Re-
flexiones.

¢ Dicitar autem Beata Virgo plena gratie, quantum ad tria....
Tertio quo ad refusionem in omnes homines. Magnum enim est
in quolibet sancto, quando habet tantum de gratia quod sufficit
ad salutem multorum; sed quando haberet tantuin, quod suf-
ficeret ad salutem omnium hominum de mundo, hoe esset max-
imam ; et hoo est in Christo et in Beata Virgine, Nam in omni
pericu:o potes salutem obtinere ab ipsa Virgine gloriosa. Unde
eantic. 4 Mills clypei, id est remedia contra perioula, pendent «z
es. Item in omni opere virtatis potes eam habers 1n adjutorium ;
& ideo dicit ipsa, Eocli. xxijv. 25.



INTRODUCTIOR

WHICH OUGHT TO BE READ

My dear reader and brother in Mary, since the ¢
tion which has urged me to write, and now moves
to read this book, renders us both happy childrer
this good mother, if you ever should hear any one
that I could bave spared this labor, there being
many learned and celebrated books that treat of
subject, answer him, I pray you, in the words of F.
cone the abbot, which we find in the Library of
Fathers, that the praise of Mary is a fountain so
that the more it extends, the fuller it becomes, and
fuller it becomes the more it extends ;* which signi
that the blessed Virgin is so great and sublime, that
more we praise her, the more there is to praise.
that 8t. Augustine says: All the tongues of r
even if all their members were changed to tong
would not be sufficient to praise her as she deserv

#* Laus Maris fons est indeflciens, qui quanto amplius te
tur, tanto amplius impletur; quanto amplius impletur, 1
amplius dilatatar.

t Etiamsi omnium nostrum membra verterentur in lin
eam laudare rufficiret nullus. Ap. B. Dion. Carth,



INTRODUCTION, ™

I know that there are innumerable books, both great
and small, which treat of the glories of Mary; but as
these are rare or voluminous, and not according to my
plan, I have endeavored to collect in a small space,
from all the authors at my command, the most select
and pithy sentences of the Fathers and theologians, in
order to give devout persons an opportunity, with little
effort or expense, to inflame their ardor by reading of

* the love of Mary, and especially to present materials to
+ priests which may enable them to excite by their ser-

mons devotion to the divine mother.
Worldly lovers are accustomed to mention frequent-

' Iy and to praise the persons beloved, that these may be

praised and applauded also by others; then how poor
must we suppose the love of those to be who boast of

' being lovers of Mary, but who seldom remember to

P

speak of her, and inspire the love of her also in others !
Not so the true lovers of our most lovely Lady : they
would praise her everywhere, and see her loved by all
the world ; and therefore in public and in private, where-
ever it is in their power, they endeavor to kindle in
the hearts of all, those blessed flames of love with
which theirs are burning for their beloved queen.

But that every one may be persuaded of how great
benefit it is to himself and the people to promdte devo-
tion to Mary, let us hear what the Fathers say of it.

. 8¢, Bonaventure declares that those who are devoted to

publishing the glories of Mary, are secure of paradise ;

and Richard of St. Laurence confirms this by saying,

that to honor the queen of angels is to acquie life ever-
e
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lasting ;* since our most grateful Lady, adds the sa
author, pledges herself to honor in the other life b
who promises to honor her in this;} and is there a
one ignorant of the promise made by Mary herself
those who engage in promoting the knowledge ¢
love of her upon the earth? ¢ They that explain
shall have life everlasting,”} as the holy Church app
it on the festival of her Immaculate Conception. Ex
exult! oh my soul! said St. Bonaventure, who wa:
assiduous in proclaiming the praises of Mary, -
rejoice in her, because many good things are preps
for those who praise her ; and since all the Holy Sc
tures, he added, speak in praise of Mary, let us ende:
always with heart and tongue to celebrate this om
vine mother, that we may be conducted by her to
kingdom of the blessed.§

‘We are told in the revelations of St. Bridget, that
blessed Emingo,Bishop, being accustomed to begir
sermons Wwith the praises of Mary, the Virgin hex
appeared one day to the saint, and said to her, ¢
that prelate who is accustomed to commence his
courses with my praises, that I will be his mother,
that I will present his soul to God, and that he shal

* Honorare Mariam est thesaurizare vitam eterpam.
Laud. v. o. 2.

+ Honorificantes se in hoc ssculo honorificabit in futuro

1 Qui elucidant me, vitam eternam habebunt. Eceli. xxi

§ Exulta, exulta, anima mes, et letare in illa; quia 1
bona sunt laudatoribus preparata. Si enim omnes scri
loquuntur de ea, Deiparam perpetuo corde et lingua celebry
ut ab ipsa ad gaudia eterna perducamur.
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a good death;”* and he indeed died like a saint, in
prayer and in celestial peace. Mary appeared before
bis death to another religious, a Dominican, who was
accustomed. to terminate his sermons by speaking of
her. She defended him from the assaults of the de-
mons, comforted him, and bore away with her his happy
soul.t The devout Thomas & Kempis represents Mary
as commending to her Son those who publish her
praises, and saying, “ Oh, my Son, have compassion on
the souls of thy lovers, and .of those who speak in my
praise.”’}

As far as the advantage of the people is coneemed,
8t. Anselm says, that the sacred womb of Mary
having been made the way of salvation for sinners,
sinners cannot but be converted and saved by dis-
eourses in praise of Mary.§ If the assertion is true
and incontrovertible, as I believe it to be, and as I
shall prove, in the fifth chapter of this book, that all
graces are dispensed by the hand of Mary alone, and
that all those who are saved, are saved solely by
means of this divine mother; it may be said, as a ne-
cessary consequence, that the salvation of all depends
upon preaching Mary, and confidence ‘in. her interces-
sion. We know that St. Bernard of Sienna sanctified

* Revel,, cap. 14.

t+ Ap. P. Auriem.

t Fili, misercre animes amatoris tui et laudatorls mei. Serm
27, ad Nov.

$ Qunomodo flerl potest ut ex memoria laudum ejus salas non

proveniat peceatormn, enjus uterus facta est via ad peocatores
walvandos? 8. Ans. Lib. 8, de Exc. V. cap. 1.
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Italy; St. Dominic converted many provinces; St
Louis Bertrand, in all his sermons, never failed to ex-
hort his hearers to practise devotion towards Mary;
and many others also have done the same.

Ifind that Father Paul Segneri, the younger, a cele-
brated missionary, in every mission preached a sermon
on devotion to Mary, and this he called his favorite
sermon. And we can attest, in all truth, that in our
missions, where we have an invariable rule not to omit
the sermon on our Lady, no discourse is so profita-
ble to the people, or excites more compunction among
them, than that on the mercy of Mary. I say on the
mercy of Mary : for St. Bernard says, we may praise
her humility, and marvel at her virginity ; but being
poor sinners, we are more pleased and attracted by
hearing of her mercy; for to this we more affection-
ately cling, this we more often remember and invoke. *
Therefore in this little book, leaving to other authors
the description of the other merits of Mary, I have con-
fined myself especially to treating of her great compas-
sion and her powerful intercession; having collected, as -
far as possible, with the labor of years, all that the :
holy Fathers and the most celebrated authors have
said of the mercy and power of Mary; and because °
these attributes of the blessed Virgin are wonderfully
set forth in the great prayer of the Salve Regina, ap-
proved by the Church, and required by her to be re.

# Landamus humilijatem, miramur virginitatem ; sed miseris '
sapit dulcius misericordia; misericordiam amplectimur carins,
recordaraur s@pius, crebrius invocamus. Serm. 4, de Asa.
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cted the greater part of the year by all the clergy,
secular and regular, I have undertaken, in the first
place, to explain in separate discourses this most de-
vout prayer. Besides this, I believed it would be
scceptable to the servants of Mary, if I added dis-
courses on her principal festivals and upon the virtues
of vur divine mother, placing at -the conclusion of
them the practices of devotion most in use among her
servants, and approved by the Church.

Devout reader, if this little work of mine pleases
you, as I hope it will, I pray you to commend me to
the holy Virgin, that I may obtain great confidence
in her protection. Ask for me this grace, and I will
ask the same for you, whoever you may be, who be-
stow on me this charity. Oh, blessed is he who
clings with love and confidence to those two anchors
of salvation, Jesus and Mary ! He certainly will not
be lost. Let us both say, oh my reader, with the de-
vout Alphonso Rodriguez: Jesus and Mary, my sweet
loves, for you I will suffer, for you I will die; may I
be wholly yours, may I be in nothing ry own.* May
we love Jesus and Mary, and become saints, since we
can aspire and hope for no greater happiness than this.
Farewell, till we meet in heaven at the feet of this
aweet mother and her dearly beloved Son, to praise
them, to thank them, and love them, in their immedi-
ate presence through all eternity. Amen.

* Jesns et Maria, amores mei dulcissimi, pro vobis patiar, pro
vobis moriar; sim totus vester, sim nihil weus. Ap. Auricn.
Afl. ac.



PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN

70 OBTAIN A GOOD DEATH.

On Mary, sweet refuge of miserable sinners, at 1

moment when my soul departs from this world, 1
sweetest mother, by the grief that thou didst end:
when thou wast present at the death of thy Son uj
the cross, then assist me with thy mercy. Keep
from me my infernal enemies, and come thyself to t
my soul and present it to my eternal Judge. Do
abandon me, oh my queen. Thou, next to Je:
must be my comfort in that dreadful moment.
_ treat thy Son that in s goodness, he will grant
the favor to die clasping thv feet, and to breathe
my soul in his sacred wounds, saying, Jesus and M:
I give you my heart and my soul.



GLOCRIES OF MARY,

PART FIRST:

ON THE SALVE REGINA.

It treats ¢f the various ahd abundant graces which tha
mother of God bestows on her devoted servants, in rev-
sral discotrees on the Balve Hegina






CHAPTER 1.

SBALVE REGINA, MATER MISERICORDLE,
,
Hail queen,.Mou:er of mercv.

SECTION 1I.

OF THE GREAT CONFIDENCE WE SHOULD HAVE IN MARY, BECAUSE
SHE IS THE QUEEN OF MEROCT.

Tue Holy Church justly honors the great Virgin
Mary, and would have her honored by all men with
the glorious title of queen, because she has been ele-
vated to the dignity of mother of the King of kings.
If the Son is king, says St. Athanasius, his mother
must necessarily be considered and entitled queen.*
From the moment that Mary consented, adds St. Ber-
nardine of Sienna, to become the mother of the Eternal
Word, she merited the title of queen of the world and
of all creatures.} If the flesh of Mary, says St. Ar-
nold, abbot, was the flesh of Jesus, how can the
mother be separated from the Son in his kingdom ?
Hence it follows that the regal glory must not only be

* Si ipse Rex est qui natus est de Virgine, mater, qus eum
genuit, Regina et Domina proprie ac vere censetur. Sermn. de
Deip. -

+ Hsmo sutem Virgo in illo consensu meruit primatum orbis,
dominium mundi, sceptrum regni super omnes creaturas. Tom.

2d, cap. 51. R
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considered as common to the mother and the Son, but
even the same.*

If Jesus is king of the whole world, Mary is also
queen of the whole world:t therefore, says St. Ber-
nardine of Sienna, all creatures who serve God ought
also to serve Mary; for all angels and men, and all
things that are in heaven and on earth being subject
to the dominion of God, are also subject to the domin-
ion of the glorious Virgin.y Hence Guerric, abbot,
thus addresses the divine mother: Continue, Mary,
continue in security to reign ; dispose, according to thy
. will, of every thing belonging to thy Son, for thou,
being mother and spouse of the king of the world, the
kingdom and power over all creatures is due to thee
as queen.§

' Mary, then, is queen ; but let all learn for their con-
solation that she is a mild and merciful queen, desiring
the good of us poor sinners. Hence the holy Church

* Neque a dominatione filii Mater potest esse sejunocta, une
est Maris et Christi caro.
*- Filii gloriam cum Matre, non tam communem judioo, quarn
edsmdem. 8. Arnol. de Laud. Virg.
-t Regina constituta, totum jure possidet fllii regnum. Ru
pert, abb.

$ Tot creaturs serviunt glorioss Virgini, quot serviunt Trini
tati; omnes namque creaturs sive angeli, sive homines, e
omnia que sunt in eelo et in terra, quia omnia sunt divin
imperio subjecta, glorios® Virgini sunt subject:s. Tom. §
eap. 61.

§ Perge Maria, perge secura in bonis filii tui; fiducialiter ag
tamquam regina, mater regis et sponsa; tibi dsbetu.r regnum (
potestas
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bids us salute her in this prayer, and name her the
Qucen of Mercy. The very name of queen signifies,
as blessed Albertus Magnus remarks, compassion, and
provision for the poor ; differing in this from the title
of empress, which signifies severity and rigor. The
greatness of kings and queens consists in comforting
the wretched, as Seneca says.* So that whereas ty-
rants, in reigning, have only their own advantage in
view, kings should have for their object the good of
their subjects. Therefore at the consecration of kings
their heads are anointed with oil, which is the symbol
of mercy, to denote that they, in reigning, should above
all things cherish thoughts of kindness and benefi-
cence towards their subjects.

Kings should then principally occupy themselves
with works of mercy, but not to the neglect of the ex-
ercise of justice towards the guilty, when it is required.
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the kingdon of justice for himself, and he has granted
the kingdom of mercy to Mary, ordaining that all the
mercies which are dispensed to men should pass
through the hands of Mary, and should be bestowed
according to her good pleasure.* St. Thomas con-
firms this in his preface to the Canonical Epistles,
saying that the holy Virgin, when she conceived the
divine Word in her womb, and brought him forth,
obtained the half of the kingdom of God by be
coming queen of mercy, Jesus Christ remaining king
of justice.t

The eternal Father constituted Jesus Christ kin
of justice, and therefore made him the universal judg
of the world; hence the prophet sang: « Give to th
king thy judgment, Oh God; and to the king’s so
thy justice.”} Here a learned interpreter takes u
the subject, and says: Oh Lord, thou hast given {
thy Son thy justice, because thou hast given to tl
mother of the king thy mercy.§ And St. Bonaventu
bappily varies the passage above quoted by sayin
Give to the king thy judgment, Oh God, and to k

* Regnum Dei consistit in potestate et misericordia; pot
tate Deo re nanente, cessit quodammodo misericordise pars n
tri regnanti. Psal. iii. Tr. 4th, S. Magn.

+ Quando filium Dei in utero concepit, et post modum )
perit, dimidiam partem regni Dei impetravit, ut ipsa sit reg!
misericordie, ut Christus est rex justitiss.

1 Deus judicium tuum regi da; et justitiam tuam filio reg
Paal. Ixxi. 2.

§ Quia misericordinm tuam dedisti Matri Regis.
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mother thy mercy.* Ernest, Archbishop of Prague,
also says, that the eternal Father has given to the
Son the office of judging and punishing, and to the
mother the office of compassionating and relieving the
wretched.tf  Therefore the Prophet David pre-
dicted that God himself, if I may thus express it,
would consecrate Mary queen of mercy, anointing her
with the oil of gladness,} in order that all-of us miser-
able children of Adam might rejoice in the thought
of having in heaven that great queen, so full of the
unction of mercy and pity for us; as St. Bonaventure
says: Oh Mary, so full of the unction of mercy and
the oil of pity, that God has anointed thee with the
oil of gladness 1§

And how well does blessed Albertus Magnus here
apply the history of Queen Esther, who was indeed a
type of our Queen Mary! We read in the 4th chap.
of the Book of Esther, that in the reign of King Assu-
erus, there went forth, throughout his kingdom, a de-
ecree commanding the death of all the Jews. Then
Mardochai, who was one of the condemned, committed
their cause to Esther, that she might intercede with
the king to obtain the revocation of the sentence. At
first Esther refused to take upon herself this office,

® Deus judicium tuum regi da, et misericordianm tuam matri
€jus.

¢ Pater omne judicium dedit filio, et omne officium miser}-
sordim dedit matri. ’

{ Unxit te Deus oleo letitiee. Psal. xliv. 8.

§ Maris, piena unctione misericordie et oleo pietatis; prop-
humﬁtuDemdoohﬂﬁni.‘ In speo., cap. 7.
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fearing that it would excite the anger of the king
more. But Mardochai rebuked her, and bade her re-
member that she must not think of saving herself
alone, as the Lord had placed her upon the throne ta
obtain salvation for all the Jews: “Think not tha
thou mayest save thy life only, because thou art in the
king’s house, more than all the Jews.”* Thus saic
Mardochai to Queen Esther, and thus might we poo
sinners say to our Queen Mary, if she were ever re
luctant to intercede with God for our deliverance fror
the just punishment of our sins. Think not that tho
mayest save thy life only, because thou art in th
king’s house, more than all men. Think not, ¢
Lady, that God has exalted thee to be queen of ti
world, only to secure thy own welfare; but also th
thou, being so greatly elevated, mayest the more cor
passionate and the better relieve us miserable si
ners,

- Assuerus, when he saw Esther before him, affe
tionately inquired of her what she had come to ask
him: “What is thy petition?”” Then the queen &z
swered, “If I have found favor in t_‘hy sight,
king, give me my people for which I request.”t 24
suerus heard her, and immediately ordered the s«
tence to be revoked. Now, if Assuerus granted
Esther, because he loved her, the salvation of the Je

* Ne putes quod animam tuam tantum liberes, quia in do
regis es pres cunctis Judsis. Esth, iv. 15.

+ Quss est petitio tua? Si inveni gratiam in oculis tuis o 1
dona mihi populum meum, pro quo obsecro.
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will not God graciously listen to Mary, in his boand-
less love for her, when she prays to him for those
poor sinners who recommend themselves to her and
says to him:If I have found favor in thy sight, oh
King, my King and my God, if I have ever found
favor with Thee (and well does the divine mother
know herself to be the blessed, the fortunate, the only
one of the children of men who found the grace lost
by man; she knows herself to be the beloved of her
Lord, more beloved than all the saints and angels
united), give me my people for which I request: if
thou lovest me, she says to him, give me, oh my Lord,
these sinners in whose behalf I entreat Thee. Is it
possible that God will not graciously hear her? Is
there any one who does not know the power of Mary’s
prayers with God? The law of clemency is on her
tongue.* Every prayer of hers is as a law established
by our Lord, that mercy shall be exercised towards
those for whom Mary intercedes. St. Bernard asks,
Why does the Church name Mary Queen of Mercy ?
and answers, Because we believe that she opens the
depths of the mercy of God, to whom she will, when
she will, and as she will; so that not even the vilest
sinver is lost, if Mary protects him.¢

But it may, perhaps, be feared that Mary disdains

* Lex clementie® in lingua ejus. Prov. xxxi, 26.

+ Quod diving pietatis abyssum cui vult, quando vult et quo-
muto vult, creditur aperire ; ut nemo tam enormis peccator pe-
reat, cui sancta sunctonun pratrocinii suffragia prestat. Tu Sulve
Kegina,
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interposing in behalf of some sinners, because she
finds them so laden with sins? Perhaps the majesty
and sanctity of this great queen should alarm us?
No, says St. Gregory, in proportion to her greatness
and holiness are her clemency and mercy towards
sinners who desire to amend, and who have recourse
to her.* Kings and queens inspire terror by the dis-
play of their majesty, and their subjects fear to ente
their presence; but what fear, says St. Bernard, car
the wretched have of going to this queen of mercy
since she never shows herself terrible or austere t
those who seek her, but all sweetness and kindness ?
Mary not only gives, but she herself presents to v
milk and wool: the milk of mercy to inspire us wit
confidence, and wool to shield us from the thunde
bolts of divine justice !

Suetonius narrates of the Emperor Titus, that ]
never could refuse a favor to any one who asked
and that he even sometimes promised more than !
could perform; and he answered to one who adma
ished him of this, that a prince should not dismiss a:
one from his presence dissatisfied. Titus said this, br
in reality, was perhaps often either guilty of falsehoc
or failed in his promises. But our queen cannot !
and can obtain whatever she wishes for her devof

* Maria quanto altior et sanctior, tanto clementior et dul
cirea conversos peceateres.  Lib. 1, ep. 47.

t Quid ad Mariam accedere trepidat humana fragilitas ? N
austerum in ea, nihil terribile; tota suavis est, omnibus ofter
lac et lunam. Super Sign. Magn.
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servants. She has a heart so kind and compassionate,
says Blosius, that she cannot send away dissatisfied
any one who invokes her aid.* But, as St. Bernard
says, how couldst thou, oh Mary, refuse succor to the
wretched, when thou art queen of mercy? and who
are the subjects of mercy, if not the miserable? Thou
art the queen of mercy, and I the most miserable of
all sinners ; if I, then, am the first of thy subjects, then
thou shouldst have more care of me than of all
others.}

Have pity on us, then, oh queen of merey, and give
aeed to our salvation ; neither say to us, oh most holy
Virgin, as St. Gregory of Nicomedia would add, that
thou carst not aid us because of the multitude of our
sins, when thou hast such power and pity that no
number of sins can ever surpass it! Nothing resists
thy power, since thy Creator and ours, while he honors
thee as his mother, considers thy glory as his own, and
exulting in it, as a Son, grants thy petitions as if he
were discharging an obligation.} By this he means to
say, that though Mary is under an infinite obligation

* Ita benigna ost, ut neminem tristem redire sinat. Lib. 4,
e 12.

¢ Tu es regins misericordis, et ego miserrimus peccator, su’s-
litorum maximus. Rege nos ergo, o regina misericordiee. In
Salv. Reg.

t Habes vires insuperabiles, ne clementiam tuam superet mnl-
titndo peccatorumn. Nihil tum resistet potenti; tuam cnim
gloriam Creator existimat ease propriam, et filins in ea exultuus,
quasi exxolvens debitum, implet petitiones tuas. Or. de exitu,
B.V.
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to her Son for having elected her to be his mother,
yet it cannot be denied that the Son.also is greatly
indebted to his mother for having given him his hu-
man nature ; whence Jesus, as if to recompense Mary
as he ought, while he enjoys this his glory, honor:
her especially by always graciously listening to he:
prayers.

How great then should be our confidence in thi
queen, knowing how powerful she is with God, an
at the same time how rich and full of mercy ; so muc
so that there is no one on earth who does not shai
in \the mercies and favors of Mary! This the blesse
Virgin herself revealed to St. Bridget: “I am,” s}
said to her, « the queen of heaven and the mother
mercy ; I am the joy of the just, and the gate of e
trance for sinners to God; neither is there living «
earth a sinner who is so accursed that he is depriv:
of my compassion; for every one, if he receives n
thing else through my intercession, receives the gra
of being less tempted by evil spirits than he otherw
would be; no one, therefore,” she added, *who
not entirely accursed” (by which is meant the fi
and irrevocable malediction pronounced against {
damned), is so entirely cast off by God that he m
uot return and enjoy his mercy if he invokes my a
1 am called by all the mother of mercy, and truly !
mercy of God towards men has made me so merei
towards them.” And then she concluded by sayi
. “Therefore he shall be miserable, and forever mis
able in another life, who in this, being able, does !

~
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have recourse to me, whc am so compassionate tc
all, and so earnestly desire to aid sinners.”*

Let us then have recourse, let us always have re-
course to this most sweet queen, if we would be sure
of our salvation ; and‘if the sight of our sins terrifies
and disheartens us, let us remember that Mary was
made queen of mercy for this very end, that she might
save by her protection the greatest and most aban-
doned sinners who have recourse to her. They are
to be her crown in heaven, as her divine spouse has
said : “Come from Libanus, my spouse, come from
Libanus, come ; thou shalt be crowned from the dens
of the lions, from the mountains of the leopards.”t
And what are these dens of wild beasts and monsters,
if not miserable sinners, whose souls become dens of
gins, the most deformed monsters? Now, by these
same sinners, as Rupert, the abbot, remarks, who are
saved by thy means, oh great Queen Mary, thou wilt
be crowned in heaven ; for their salvation will be thy

* Fgo regina oceli; ego mater misericordim; ego justornm
gendium et aditus peccatorum ad Deum. Nullus est adeo male-
dictus, qui quamdin vivit careat misericordia mea; quia propter
me levius tentatur a demonibus, quam alias tentaretur. Nullay
est ita abjectus a Deo, nisi fuerit omnino wmaledictus, qui si me
invoeaverit, non revertatur ad Deum, et habiturus sit miseri-
ocordism. Ego vocor ab omnibus mater misericordism, et vere
misericordia illius misericordem me fecit. Ideo miser erit
qui ad misericordem, ocum possit, non asocedit. Rev. Lib. 1,

oxp. 6.

¢ Veni de Libano, lponn mes, veni de Libano, veni ; corona-
bords . . . . de cubilibus leomam, de montibus pardorum.
Cent. 4. 8

~
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crown, a crown indeed worthy and fit for a queen of
mercy ;* and let the following example illustrate this,

EXAMPLE.

We read in the life of sister Catherine, an Augus.
tinian nun, that in the place where that servant of God
lived, there lived also a woman named Mary, who, u
‘her youth, was a sinner, and obstinately persevered i
her evil courses, even to extreme old age. For thi
she was banished by her fellow-citizens, forced to liv
in a cave beyond the limits of the place, and died i
a state of loathsome corruption, abandoned by all, an
without the sacraments; and on this account we
buried in a field, like a beast. Now sister Catherin
who was accustomed to recommend very affectiol
ately to God the souix of those who had departed tk
life, after learning the miserable death of this poor o
woman, did not think of praying for her, as she a
every one else believed her already among the damne
Four years having past, a soul from purgatory ¢
day appeared to her, and said, “ Sister Catherine, h
unhappy is my fate! you commend to God the so
of all those who die, and for my soul alone you h:
bad no pity.” “And who are you?” said the serv
of God. “I am,” answered she, “that poor M
who died in the cave.” «How! are you savec
wixclaimed sister Catherine. “Yes, I am saved,” -

¢ De talium leonum cubiculis tu coronaberis. Eorum s
eurona tus erit. Rup. Vid. l. 8, in Cant.
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said, “by the mercy of the Virgin Mary.” «Aad
how ?” “When I saw death drawing near, finding
myself laden with sins, and abandoned by all, I turned
to the mother of God and said to her, Lady, thou art
the refuge of the abandoned, behold me at this hour
deserted by all; thou art my only hope, thou alone
canst help me; have pity on me. The holy Virgin
obtained for me the grace of making an act of contri-
tion; I died and am saved, and my queen has also
obtained for me the grace that my pains should be
abridged, and that I should, by suffering intensely for a
shott time, pass through that purification which other-
wise would have lasted many years. A few masses
only are needed to obtain my release from purgatory ;
I pray thee cause them to be offered for me, and I
promise to pray God and Mary for thee.” Sister
Catherine immediately caused those masses to be said
for her, and that soul, after a few days, appeared to
her again, more brilliant than the sun, and said to her,
“] thank thee, sister Catherine: behold, I am now
going to paradise to sing the mercy of God and pray
for thee.”

PRAYER.

Oh Mother of my God and my Lady Mary, as a poor
wounded and loathsome wretch presents himself to a
great queen, I present myself to thee, who art the
queen of heaven and earth. From the lofty throne
on which thou art seated, do not disdain, T pray thee,
tn cast thy eyes upon me, a poor sinner. God hath
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made thee 8o rich in order that thou mmyest swccor
the needy, and hath made thee queen of mercy that
thon mayest help the miserable, look upon me, then,
and have pity on me. Look upon me, and do not
leave me until thou hast changed me from a sinner
inlo a eaint. I see I merit nothing, or rather I merii
for my ingratitude to be deprived of all the graces
which, by thy means, I have received from the Lord.
- But thou, who art the mother of mercy, dost net re-
quire merits, but miseries, that thou mayest succor
those who are in need; and who is more poor and
more needy than 1? ’

Oh glorious Virgin, I know that thou, being queen
of the universe, art also my queen; and I, in & more
especial manner, would dedicate myself to thy ser-
vice; that thou mayest dispose of me as seemeth
best to thee. Therefore I say to thee with 8t. Bona-
venture, Oh, Lady, I submit myself to thy con-
trol, that thou mayest rule and govern me entirely.
Do not leave me to myself.* Rule me, oh my queen,
ond do not leave me to myself. Command me, em-
ploy me as thou wilt, and punish me if I do not obey
thee, for very salutary will be the punishments that
eome from thy hand. I would esteem it a greater
thing to be thy servant than Lord of the whole earth,
T'hine I am, save me/}  Accept me, oh Mary, for thy
owh, and attend to my salvation, as I am thine own.

* Domina, me tusm dominatoni volo comml&ue, ut me ple-
patle rogne ot gubornes. Non mihi me relinquas,
¢ e sum ego, ralvam ma fac.

I e i el
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I no longer will be my own, I give myself to thee.
And if hitherto I have so poorly served thee, having
lost s0 many good occasions of honoring thee, for the
tame to come I will unite myself to thy mest loving
and most faithful servants. No one from this time
henceforth shall surpass me in honoring and loving
thee, my most levely queen. This I promise, and
this I bope to perform with thy assistance. Amen.”

SECTION II.

WOW MUCH GREATER SHOULD BE OUR OONFIDENCE IN MARY BECAUSR
S8HE I8 OUR MOTHER.

Nor by chance, nor in vain, do the servants of
Mary call her mother, and it would seem that they
cannot invoke her by any other name, and are never
weary of calling her mother ; mether, indeed, for she
is truly our mother, not according to the flesh, but
the spiritual mother of our souls and of our salvation.
8Sin, when it deprived our souls of divine grace, also
deprived them of life. Hence, when they were dead
in misery and sin, Jesus our Redeemer came with an
excess of mercy and love to restore to us, by his death.
upon the cross, that lost life, as he has himself de-
clared: «“I am come that they may have life, and may
have it more abundantly.”* More abundantly, be-
cause, a8 the theologians teach us, Jesus Christ by his

® Venl, ut vitam hobeant, et sbundantius habeant. Joas
€ 10.
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. redemption brought us blessings greater than the in-

jury Adam inflicted upon us by his sin; he reconciled
us to God, and thus became the father of our souls,
under the new law of grace, as the prophet Isaiah
predicted : «The Father of the world to come, the
Prince of peace.”* But if Jesus is the father of our
souls, Mary is the mother ; for, in giving us Jesus, she
gave us the true life; and offering upon Calvary the
life of her Son for our salvation, she then brought u
forth ta the life of divine grace.

At two different times, then, as the holy Fathe:
show us, Mary became our spiritual mother; the firs
when she was found worthy of conceiving in her vi
ginal womb the Son of God, as the blessed Albert:
Magnus says.

St. Bernardine of Sienna more distinctly teaches
that when the most holy Virgin, on the annunciati
of the angel, gave her consent to become mother
the eternal Word, which he awaited before maki
himself her Son, she by this consent even from t
time demanded of God, with lively affection, our !
vation ; and she was sn earnestly engaged in obtain
it, that from that time she has borne us, as it w
in ber womb, as a most loving mother.}

* Pater futuri seeculi, princeps pacis. Isa. ix. 8.

t Virgo per hunc consensum in incarnatione filii omniur
lutemn vigorosissime expetiit et procuravit; et omnium e
tioni per hunc consensum se dedicavit, ita ut ex tunc omn
suis visceribus bujulat, tanquum verissima mater fllion
Tr. 2- ™ V. sem. 6.
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8t. Luke says, speaking of the birth of our Saviour,
that Mary “brought forth her first-born son.”*
Therefore, says a certain writer, if the evangelist af-
firms that Mary brought forth her first-born, is it to
be supposed that she afterwards had other children?
But the same author adds:If it is of faith that Mary
had no other children according to the flesh except
Jesus, then she must have other spiritual children, and
these we are.f Our Lord revealed this to St. Ger-
trude, who, reading one day the passage of the Gos-
pel just quoted, was troubled, not knowing how to
understand it, that Mary being mother of Jesus Christ
alone, it could be said that he was her first-born.
And God explained it to her, by telling her that Jesus
was her first-born according to the flesh, but that men
were her second-born according to the spirit.

And this explains what is said of Mary in the holy
Canticles: “Thy bellyis as a heap of wheat, set about
with lilies,”} 8t. Ambrose explains this and says: Al-
though in the pure womb of Mary there was only one
grain of wheat, which was Jesus Christ, yet it is called
a heap of grain, because in that one grain were con-
tained all the elect, of whom Mary was to be the
mother.§ Hence, William the Abbot wrote, Mary,

# Peperit filium suum primogenitum. Lue. cap. ii. 7.

+ 81 primogenitus, ergo alii fllii secuti sunt secundogeniti?
Carnales nullos habet B. Virgo, preeter Christam ; ergo spintn-
ales habeat necesse est.

$ Venter tuus sicut acervus tritici, vallatus liliis. Cant. vii. 8.

§ Unom granum frumenti fuit in utero Virginis, Christus

Dominus ; et tamen acervus tritici dicitur, quia granum hoo
4°



42 GLORIES OF MARY.

in bringing forth Jesus, who i our Saviour and
our 'life, brought forth all. of us to life and salva.
tion.®

The second time in which Mary brought us forth to
grace was, when on Calvary, she offered to the eternal
Father with so much sorrow of heart the life of her
beloved S8on for our salvation. Wherefore, St. Au-
gustine asserts, that, having then co-operated by her
love with Christ in the birth of the faithful to the life
of grace, she became also by this co-operation the
spiritual mother of us all, who are members of our
head, Jesus Christ.t This is also the meaning of what.
is said of the blessed Virgin in the sacred Canticles :
“They have made me the keeper in the vineyards;
my vineyard I have rot kept.”{ Mary, to save our
souls, was willing to sacrifice the life of her S8on,§ as
William the Abbot remarks. And who was the soul
of Mary, but ber Jesus, who was her life and all her
love? Wherefore St. Simeon announced to her that
her soul would one day be piereed by a sword of sor-

virtute omnes electes continet, ut ipse sit primogenitus in muitis
fratribus. De Inatit. Virg.

# In illo uno fructu, in uno salvatore omnium Jesn plurimosa
Maria peperit ad salutem. Pariendo vitam, multos peperit zd
vitam. In Cant. iv. 1&

+ Illa spirita mater est membrorum salvatoris, quia cooperata
est charitate, ut fideles in ecclesia nascerentur. De Virg. cap. 6.

1 Posuit me custodem in vineis; vineam meam non custo-
divi, Cant. 1. 5.

§ Ut mnltas animas salvas faveret, animam suam morti expo-
suit.

\

|
|
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row;* whish was the very spear that pierced the
side of Jesus, who was the soul of Mary. And then
she in ber sorrow brought us forth to eternal lLfe; so
thet we may all call ourselves children of the delors
of Mary. She, our mest loving mother, was always
and wholly united to the divine will; whence St. Bo-
naventure remarks, that when: she saw the love of the
eternal Father for men, who would have his Son die
for our salvation, and the love of the Son in wishing to
die for us, sha too, with her whole will, offered her
Sou and comsented that he should die that we might
be saved, in order to conform herself to that exceeding
lave of the Father and 8Son for the human race.}

It is true that, in dying for the redemption of the.
world, Jesus wished to be alone. I have trodden the
wine-press alone,] “ Torcular caleavi solus.” But when
God saw the great desire of Mary ta devote herself
also to the salvation of men, he ordained that by the
sacrifice and offering of the life of this same Jesus, she
might co-operate with him in the work of onr salva-
tion, and. thus become mother of our souls. And this
our Saviour signified, when; before expiring, he saw
from the cross his mother and the disciple St. John
hoth stesding near him, and first spoke to Mary-

* Ft tuam ipeius animam doloris gladiue pertransibit. Lus.
B 85

4+ Kaullo modo dubitandum est, quia Marb= animus volut' etiam
tradere filiom suum pro salute generis humam, unt mater per
emnis cenformis fieret Patri et Filio.

t Ina Ixiii. 8.
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Behold thy son, “Ecce filius tuus ;”* as if he said to
her: Behold the man who, by the offering thou hast
made of my life for his salvation, is already born to
grace. And then turning to the disciple, he said:
Behold thy mother, “Ecce mater tua.’t By which
words, says St. Bernardine of Sienna, Mary was then
made mother not only of St. John, but of all men,
for the love she bore them.}] On this account, as
Bilveira observes, St. John himself, when recording
this fact in his Gospel, wrote, « After that he said to
the disciple: “ Behold thy mother.”§ Let it be re-
marked that Jesus Christ did not say this to Jobn,
but to the disciple, to signify that the Saviour ap-
pointed Mary for common mother of all those who,
being Christians, bear the name of his disciples.]

I am the mother of fair love,q “Ego sum mate
pulchree dilectionis,” said Mary; because her love, a
an author remarks, which renders the souls of me:
beautiful in the eye of God, prompts her, as a lovin
mother, to receive us for her children.** And as
mother loves her children, and watches over the

* Joan. xix. 26.

+ Deinde dicit discipulo: Eoce mater tua. Joan. xix. 27.

$ In Joanne intelligimus omnes, quorum B. Virgo per dile:
onem facta est mater. Tom. 1, 8erm. 55.

§ Deinde dicit discipulo: Ecce mater tua. Joan. xix. 27.

| Joannes est nomen particulare, discipulus commune, uat
gotetur quod Maria omnibus detur in matrem.

% Kgo sum mater pulchre dilectionis, Eccli. xxiv. 24,

** Quin tota est amor erga nos, quos in filios recepit. Paciu«
de B. V,
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welfare, so thou, oh our most sweet queen, lovest us,
and dost procure our happiness, says St. Bonaventure.*

Ob, happy those who live under the protection of
a mother so loving and so powerful! The prophet
David, although Mary was not yet born, besought of
God salvation, by dedicating himself to Mary as her
son, and thus prayed: “Save the son of thy hand-
maid.”t “ Whose handmaid ?” asks 8t. Augustine :}
«“ she who says: Behold the handmaid of the Lord.”§
And who, says the Cardinal Bellarmine, who would
dare to snatch these children from the bosom of Mary,
where they have taken refuge from their enemies ?
What fury of hell or of passion ean conquer them, if
they place their trust in the protection of this great
mother?] It is narrated of the whale, that when she
sees her young in peril, from the tempest or neir pur-
suers, she opens her mouth and receives them into her
bowels. Just so, says Novarino, does this compassion-
ate mother of the faithful, when the tempest of the
passions is raging. She then, with maternal affection,
protects them as it were in her own bowels, and con-
tinues to shelter them until she has placed them in the

#* Noune plus sine comparatione nos diligis, ac bona nostra
procuras, quam inater carnalis ?

¢ Salvam fac filium ancills tuse. Psal. lxxxv, 16.

$ Cujus ancille?

$ Quee dit; Ecce anilla Domini. In Psal. Ixxxv. .

| Quam bene nobis erit sub presidio tante matris? Quis de-
trabero andebit de sinu ejus? Quse nos tentatio, aut turbatio su-
perare poterit confidentes in patrocinio matris Dei et ncstrae!
Bell. de sept verb.
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secure haven of paradise.® Oh, most loving mothert
Oh, most compassionate mother, be ever bleseed! and
may that God be ever blessed, who has given us thee
as a mother, and as a secure refuge in all the dangers
of this life. The blessed Virgin herself revealed ths
to 8t. Bridget, saying :“As a mother who sees her son
exposed to the sword of the- enemy, makes every
effort to save him, thus do I, and wilt I ever do
for my children, sinful though they be, if they come
to me for help.”t Behold, then, how in every battle
with hell we shall always conquer, and certainly con-
quer, if we have recourse to the mother of God and
our mother, always repeating: “We fly to thy pro-
tection, oh holy mother of God; we fly to thy pro-
tection, oh holy mother of God.”} Oh, how many
victories have the faithful obtained over hell, by having
recourse to Mary with this short but powerful prayert
That great servant of God, sister Mary of the Cru-
cifixion, a Benedictine nun, by this means always con
quered the evil spirits.

Be joyful, then, all ye children of Mary; remember
that she adopts as her children all those who wish her
for their mother. Joyful; for what fear have you ot
being lost when this mother defends and protects you ?

* Fidelium piissima mater, furente tentationum tempestate,
materno affectu eox, velat intra viscera propria receptos protegit,
donec in beatnm portum reponat. V. cap. 14, exe. 81.

t lta ego facio, et facium ommibus peecatoribus miserieordiam
meam petentibus. Lib. 4, o. 88.

1 8ub tuum preesidiviu confugimus, sancta Def geritrix.
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Thus says St. Bonaventure: Every one who loves this
good mother and trusts in her protection, should take
courage and repeat : What do you fear, oh my soul ?
The cause of thy eternal salvation will not be lost, as
the final sentence depends upon Jesus, who is thy
brother, and upon Mary, who is thy mother.* And
8t. Anselm, full of joy at this thought, exclaims, in
order to encourage us: Oh, blessed confidence! Oh,
secure refuge! The mother of God is my mother
also. With what certainty may we hope, since our _
salvation depends upon the sentence of a good brother
and of a kind mother it Hear, then, our mother who
calls us, and says to us: *“ Whosoever is a little one,
let him come to me.”} Little children have always on
their lips the word mother, and in all the dangers to
which they are exposed, and in all their fears, they
cry, mother, mother! Ah, most sweet Mary! Ab,
most loving mother! this is exactly what thou dost
desire ; that we become little children, and always call
upon thee in our dangers, and always have recourse to
thee, for thou wishest to aid and save us, as thou hast
saved &l thy children who have had recourse to
thee. :

* Dic, anima mea, cum magna fiducia: Exultabo et letabor,
quis quicquid judicabitur de me pendet ex sententia fratris et
matris mes. .

¢ Ob beata fiducia, oh tutum refugium! Mmster Dei est ma-
ter mea. Qua certitudine igitur debemus sperare, quoniam
salus de boni fratris et pie matris pendet arbitrio! In Depr.
od. V.

4 81 guis est parvolus, vanist ad me. Prov is. &
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EXAMPLE.

In the history of the foundations of the Company
of Jesus, in the kingdom of Naples, is related the fol-
lowing story of a noble youth of Scotland, named
William Elphinstone. He was a relation of King
James, Bomn a heretic, he followed the false sect to
which he belonged ; but enlightened by divine grace,
which showed. him his errors, he went to France,
where, with the assistance of a good Jesuit father, who
was like himself a Scotchman, and still more by the
intercession of the blessed Virgin, he at length saw the
truth, abjured heresy, and became a Catholic. He
went afterwards to Rome, where a friend of his found
him one day very much afflicted, and weeping. He
asked him the cause, and he answered, that in the
night his mother had appeared to him and said : «“ My
son, it is well for thee that thou hast entered the true
Church ; I am already lost, because I died in heresy.”
From that time he became more fervent in his devo-
tion to Mary, chose her for his mother, and by her
was Inspired to become a religious. He made a vow
to do so, but being ill, he went to Naples to restore
his health by a change of air. But the Lord ordered
it so that he should die in Naples, and die a reli-
gious ; for, having become dangerously ill soon after
his arrival there, he by prayers and tears obtained from
the superiors admittance, and when about receiv-
ing the viaticum, he made his vows in presence of the
blessed sacrament, and was enrolled in the society.
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" After this, in the tendegrness of his feelings, he gave
thanks to his mother Mary for having rescued him
from heresy, and brought him to die in the true
Church, and in a religious house in the midst of his
brethren. Therefore, he exclaimed: “Oh! how glo-
rious it is to die in the midst of so many angels!”
Being exhorted to take a little rest, he answered : « Ah,
this is not the time to rest when the end of my life is
drawing near.” Before dying, he said to the persons
present: “ Brethren, do you not see the angels of
heaven around me?” One of the religious having
heard him murmuring something to himself, asked him
what he had said. He answered, that his angel-guar-
dian had revealed to him that he should be in purga-
tory but a short time, and would soon enter paradise.
Then he began again to talk with his sweet mother
Mary, and repeating the word, mother, mother, he
tranquilly expired, like a child falling asleep in the
arms of its mother. Soon after, it was revealed to a
devout religious that he had already entered paradise.

PRAYER.,

Oh, my most holy mother, how is it possible that,
having so holy a mother, I should be so wicked ? A
mother so inflamed with love to God, and that I
should so love creatures? A mother so rich in vir-
tue, and that I should be so poor? Oh, my mos*
amiable mother! I no longer deserve, it is true, to be
thy son, because by my bad life I have rendered myself

wworthy. I am content if thou wilt accept me aa
8
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thy servant. I am ready tq renounce all the king-
doms of the earth, to be admitted among the lowest
of thy servants. Yes, I am content, but do not for-
bid me to call thee my mother. This mame wholly
consoles me, melts me, and reminds me of my obliga-
tion to love thee, This name encourages me to con-
fide in thee. When I am the most terrified at the
thought of my sins and of the divine justice, I feel
myself comfarted by the remembrance that thoa art
my mother. Permit me, then, to call thee my mother,
my sweetest mother. Thus I call thee, and thus I will
ever call thee. Thou, next to God, shalt always be
my hope, my refuge, and my love, in this valley of
tears. And thus I hope to die, commending my soul,
at the last moment, into thy sacred hands, saying:
“ My mother, my mother Mary, help me, have pity

on me.” Amen.

SECTION III.
HOW GREAT I3 THE LOVE OF 9UR MOTHER FOR US.

Ir, then, Mary is our mother, let us consider how
much she loves us. The love of parents for their
children is a necessary love, and for this reason, as St.
Thomas observes,* children are commanded in the
divine Jaw to love their parents ; but there is no com-
mand, on the other hand, gi¥n to parents to love

* Opuso. 60, eap. &
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their children, for love towards one’s own offspring is

a love so deeply planted in the heart by natare her~

self, that even the wild beasts, as St. Ambrose says,

never fail to love their young.* It is eaid that even

tigers, hearing the cry of their whelps when they are

taken by the hunters, will plunge into the sea to swim

after the vessels where they are confined. If, then, .
says our most loving mother Mary, even tigers sannot

forget their young, how can I forget to love you, my

children? And, she adds, even if it should happen
that a mother could forget her child, it is not possible

that I can forget a soul which is my child.

Mary is our mother, not according to the flesh, but
Ly love: «“1 am the mother of fair love.”{ Hence she
decomes our mother only on account of the love she
vears us; and she glories, says a certain author,
being the mother of love; because, having taken us
for her children, she is all love towards us.§ Who can
describe the love of Mary for us miserable creatures?
Arnold of Carnotensis says that, at the death of Je-
us Christ, she ardently desired to die with her Son
or our sake]| So that, as St. Ambrose adds, when

#® Natura hoc bestiis infundit, nt catulos parvulos dinent.
1ib. 8, Exa. c. 4.

¢+ Nunquid oblivisci potest mulier infantem snum, ut non
misercatur fifio ateri sui? Et si illa oblita fuerit ego tamen non
obliviscar tui. Isa. xlix. 15.

$ Ego mater pulchre dilectionis. Eccl. xxiv. 94.

§ 8c dilectionis esse matrem gloriatur, quia tota est amor ergw
nos, quos in flios recepit. Taclucch.

{ Flagrabat Virgo setuants charitate incenss, ut pro humani
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her Son hung dying on the cross, Mary offered herself |
to his murderers, that she might give her life for us.*
But let us consider the reasons of this love, for thus
we shall better understand how this good mother
loves us. The first reason of the great love that
Mary bears to men, is the great love she bears to
God. Love to God and man is contained in the same
precept, as St. John has written: «This command-
ment we have from God, that he who loveth God,
Jove aiso his brother;”t so that one increases as the
other increases. Hence what have the saints not done
for love of the neighbor, because they have loved God
so much? They have gone so far as to expose and
lose liberty and even life for his salvation. Let us
read what St. Francis Xavier did in India, where,
for the sake of the souls of those barbarians, he climbed
mountains, and exposed himself to innumerable dan-
gers to find those wretched beings, in the caverns
where they dwelt like wild beasts, and to lead them to
God. 8t. Francis de Sales, to convert the heretics of
the province of Chablais, risked his life by crossing a
river every day for a year, on his hands and knees, up-
on a frozen beam, that he might go to the other side t«
preach to those stubborn men. St. Paulinus becam

generis salute simul cam prole profunderet vitam. Tract. ¢
Verit Dom.

* Pyndobat in cruce filius, mater persccutoribus se offeret:
Do Inat. Virg. c. 7.

+ Hoe mandatum habamus a Deo, ut qui diligit Deum, d!
gat et trutrein suum. 1 Joun. iv. 1.
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8 slave, to obtain liberty for the son of a poor widow.
8t. Fidelis, to bring the heretics of a certain place back
to God, willingly consented, in preaching to them, tc
lose his life. The saints, then, because they have
loved God so much, have done much for love of the
ncighbor. But who has loved God more than Mary?
She loved God more, in the first moment of her life,
than all the saints and angels have loved him in the
whole course of theirs ; as we shall consider at length,
when we speak of the virtues of Mary. She herself
revealed to sister Mary of the Crucifixion,* that the
fire of love with which she burned for God was so
great, that it would in 4 moment inflame heaven and
earth; and that, in comparison to it, all the flames of
the burning love of the seraphim were as cool breezes.
Therefore, as there is none among the blessed spirits
who loves God more than Mary ; so there is, and can
be none, except God, who loves us more than this
our most loving mother. If the love of all mothers
for their children, of all husbands for their wives, and
of all saints and angels for their devoted servants, were
united, it would not be so great as the love that Mary
bears to one soul alone. Father Nierembergh says that
the love which all mothers have borne to their children
is a shadow when compared with the love which Mary
bears to any one of us. Truly she alone loves us
more, he adds, than all the angels and saints united.
Moreover, our mother loves us much, because =

* Vita, Lib. 2, cap. 5.
5'



[ [ GLORBRIES OF MARY.

have been commended to her as children oy her be-
loved Jesus, when, before expiring, he said to her:
“ Woman, behold thy son ;”* signifying by the person
of John,all men, as we have before remarked. These
were the last words of her Son to her. The last re-
membrances left by beloved friends at the moment of
their death are greatly valued, and the memory of
them is never lost. Moreover, we are children ex-
tremely dear to Mary, because we cost her so much
suffering. Those children are much dearer to a
mother whose lives she has preserved :—we are those
children, for whom, that we may have the life of
grace, Mary suffered the pain of sacrificing the dear
life of her Jesus ; submitting, for our sake, to see him
die before her eyes in cruel torments, By this great
offering of Mary we were then born to the life of di-
vine grace. 8o, then, we are children very dear to
her, because we were redeemed at such a cost of suf-
fering. Accordingly, as we read of the love which
the eternal Father has manifested for men by giving
his own Son to death for us, “ God so loved the world
as to give his only-begotten Son:"t as St. Bonaven-
ture remarks, it may be said of Mary also, that she
60 loved us as to give her only-begotten Son.f And
when did she give him to us? She gave him to us,
says Father Nicremberg, when first she consented to

* Mulier ecoe filius tuus.

t “Sie Deus dilexit mandum, ut fllium sunm unigenitam da-
ret.” Joan. iii. 16.

3 Sic Maria dilexit nqs, ut filinm suum upigenitum daret

A
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his death ; she gave him to us, when others deserted
him through hatred or through fear, and she alone
could have defended, befor; the judges, the life of her
8on. We can easily believe that the words of so wise
and tender a mother would have had a great power,
at least with Pilate, to induce him to abstain from
condemning to death a man whom he knew and de-
clared innocent. But no, Mary would not utter even
one word in’favor of her Son, to prevent his death,
upon which our salvation depended ; finally, she gave
him to us again and again at the foot of the cross, in
those three hours when she was witnessing his death;
because then, at every moment, she was offering up
for us his life, with the deepest grief, and the greatest
love for us, at the cost of great trouble and suffering,
and with such firmness, that if executioners had been
wanting, as St. Anselm and St. Antoninus tell us,
she herself would have crucified him in obedience to
the will of the Father, who had decreed he should
die for our salvation. And if Abraham showed a sim-
ilar fortitude in consenting to sacrifice his son with his
own hands, we must believe that Mary would certainly
have done the same, with more resolution, as she was ho-
lier, and more obedient than Abraham. But to return
to our subject. How grateful should we be to Mary, for
an act of so much love! for the sacrifice she made of
the life of her Soa, in the midst of so much anguish,
to obtain salvation for us all! The Lord, indeed, re-
warded Abraham for the sacrifice he was prepared to
make to him of his son Isaac; but what can we ren-
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der to Mary for the life of her Jesus, as she has gven
us a Son more nobie and beloved than the son of
Abraham ? This love of Mary, says St. Bonaventure,
greatly obliges us to love her, seeing that she has
loved us more than any other created being loves us,
since she has given for us her only Son, whom she
loved more than herself.*

And from this follows another reason why we are
so much beloved by Mary: because she knows that
we have been purchased by the death of Jesus Christ.
If a mother should see a servant redeemed by a
beloved son of hers, by twenty years of imprison-
ment and suffering, for this reason alone how much
would she esteem that servant! Mary well knows
that her Son came upon earth solely to save us miser-
able sinners, as he himself declared: “I have come
to save what was lost.”t And to save us he has con-
sented to lay down his life for us: “ Becoming obe-
dient unto death.”t If Mary, then, had little love for
us, she would slightly value the blood of her Son,
which was the price of our salvation. It was revealed
to St. Elizabeth, the nun, that Mary, from the time she
was in the temple, was always praying that God

would quickly send his Son to save the world. Now,
how much more certainly must we believe that she

* Nulla post eam creatura ita per amorem nostrum exardes-
cet, qua filium suum unicum, quem multo plus se amavit, nobis
dedit, et pro nobis obtulit.

4 Veni salvam facere, quod perierat. Luec, xix. 10.

§ Factus obediens usque ad mortem. Phil. . 8,
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loves us, after she has seen us so greatly prized by her
Son, that he deigned to purchase us at such a cost!

And because all men have been redeemed by Jesus,
Mary loves and favors all. 8he was seen by St. John
clothed with the sun: “ And there appeared a great
wonder in heaven, a woman clothed with the sun.”*
8She is said to be clothed with the sun, because, as
“ There is no one that can hide himself from his heat,”t
80 there is no one living on the earth who is deprived
of the love of Mary. From the heat of the sun, as
it is explained by the venerable Raymond Jordan, who
through humility called himself the Idiot, that is, from

_the love of Mary.f And who, says 8t. Anthony,
can comprehend the care which this loving mother
has of us all? Therefore, to all she offers’ and dis-
penses her mercy.§ For our mother has desired the
salvation of all, and has co-operated with her Son in
the salvation of all.

It is certain that she is concerned for the whole
human race, as St. Bernard affirms ;j hence the prae-
tice of some devout servants of Mary is very useful,
who, as Cornelius 2 Lapide relates, have the habit of
praying our Lord to grant them those graces which

# Ftsignum magnum apparuit in owmlo, mulier amicta sole
Apoe. xii. 1.

4 Non est qui se abscondet a calore ejus. Psal. xvii. 7.

1- A calore ejus, idest a dilectione Maris.

§ Oh quanta curs est Virgini matri de nobis! Omnibus aperit
sinuin misericordis sus.

| Constat pro universo genere humano fuisse solicitam.
Ho. 2, Mis.

-
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the blessed Virgin is seeking for them, using thesa
words: “Oh Lord, give me what the most holy Vir-
gin Mary is asking for me.”* And this is well, as &
Lapide adds, for our mother desires greater things
for us than we think of asking for ourselves.t The
devout Bernardine de Bustis says, that Mary is more
desirous to do us good, and bestow favors upon us,
than we are to receive them} Therefore blessed
Albertus Magnus applies to Mary the words of wis-
dom: “She preventeth them that covet her, so that
she first showeth herself unto them.”§ So great is the
love, says Richard of St. Laurence, which this good
mother bears us, that when she perceives our ne-
cessities, she comes to relieve them. She hastens be- -
fore she is invoked.| ’

If Mary, then, is so good to all, even to the ungrate-
ful and negligent, who have but little love for her, and
seldom have recourse to her, how much more loving
must she not be to those who love her and often in-
voke her! «8he is easily seen by them tbat love
her.”®q Oh, how easy it is, exclaima the same blessed
Albertus, for those who love Mary to find her, and
find her full of love and pity! “I love them that love

* Domine, da mihi, quod pro me postulat Ss. Virgo Maria.

+ Ipsa enim majora optat, quam nos optare possumus.

1 Plus ipsa desiderat facere tibi bonum, et largiri gratiam,
quam tu accipere concupiscas. Mar. 1, Serm. 5.

§ Praocoupat qui se concupiscunt, ut illis se prior cstendat.
8ap. vi. 14. »

| Priua oocurrit, quam invocetur. Rio. m Cant. iv. 5.

9 Facile invenitur ab his qui diligunt illam. Sap wvi. 18.
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me,”* she assures us, and declares that she eannot
but love those who love her. And although our most
loving lady loves all men as her children, yet, says 8t.
Bernard, she recognizes and loves especially those who
most tenderly love her. Those happy lovers of
Mary, as the Idiot asserts, are not only loved, but
served by her.}

Leonard the Dominican, as we read in the chroni-
cles of his order, who was accustomed to recommend
himself two hundred times a day to this mother of
mercy, when he was on his death-bed, saw one beau-
tiful as a queen by his side, who said to him: “Leon-
ard, do you wish to die and come to my Son and me ?”
“ Who are you ?” answered the religious. “Iam the
mother of mercy,” replied the Virgin; “you have
many times invoked me, and now I come to take you:
let us go to paradise.” On that same day Leonard
died, and we hope that he followed her to the king-
dom of the blessed. .

¢« Ah, most sweet Mary, blessed is he who loves
you!” the venerable brother John Berchmans, of the
Boeiety of Jesus, used to say: “If I love Mary, I am
sure of perseverance, and I shall obtain from God
whatsoever I wish.” And this devout youth was
pever satisfied with renewing his intention, and often re-
peated to himself : “I will love Mary, I will love Mary.”

@ Xgo diligentes me diligo. Prov. viii. 17.

¢ Inventa Maria Virgine, invenitur omne bonum. Ipsanam-
que diligit diligentes se, immo sibi servientibus servit. De
eontempl. Virgin. in Prolog.
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Oh, how much this our good mother exceeds all
her children in affection, even if they love her to the
extent of their power! ¢ Mary is always more loving
than her lovers,” says St. Ignatius, martyr.¥ Let
us love her as much as St. Stanislas Kostka, who
loved this his dear ‘mother so tenderly, that when he
spoke of her, every one who heard him desired to love
her also; he invented new titles by which he honored
~ her name; he never commenced an action without

first turning to her image and asking her blessing;
when he recited her office, her rosary, and other
prayers, he repeated them with such affectionate earn-
estness, that he seemed speaking face to face with
Mary; when he heard the Salve Regina sung, his soul
and even his countenance was all on fire; when asked
one day by a father of the society, as they were
going together to visit an altar of the blessed Virgin,
how much he loved her, ¢ Father,” he answered,
“what can I say more than that she is my mother 3"
And that father tells us how the holy youth spoke
these words with such tender emotion of voice, coun-
tenance, and heart, that he appeared not a man, but
an angel discoursing of the love of Mary.
~ Let us love her as much as blessed Hermann, who
called her his beloved spouse, whilst he also was
honored by Mary with the same name. As much as
St. Philip Neri, who felt wholly consoled in merely
thinking of Mary, and on this account named her his

* Semper Maria cum amantibus est amantior. Ep. ad.,
Ep. aur.
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delight. As much as St. Bonaventure, who not only
called her-his lady and mother, but, to show the ten-
der affection he bore her, went so far as to call her
* ais heart and Lis soul: * Hail, lady, my mother ; yea,
my heart, my soul.”* Let us love her as much as
her greaf lover St. Bernard, who loved his sweet
mother so much, that he called her “ the ravisher of
hearts :”f whence the saint, in order to express to her
the ardent love he bore her, said to her, ¢ Hast thou
not stolen my heart 2t Let us name her our beloved
mistress, as St. Bernardine of Sienna named her, who
went every day to visit her before her sacred image,
in order to declare his love in the tender colloquies he
held with his queen. When he was asked where he
went every day, he answered that he went to find his
beloved. Let them love her as much as St. Louis of
Gonzaga, who burned continually with so great love of
Mary, that as soon as he heard the sound of the sweet
name of his dear mother, his heart kindled, and a
flame, perceptible to all, lighted up his countenance:
Let us love her like St. Francis Solano, who, dis-
tracted by a holy passion for Mary, sometimes went
with a musical instrument to sing of love before her
altar, saying that, like earthly lovers, he was serenad-
ing his beloved queen.
Let us love her as so many of her servants have
loved her, who had no way left of manifesting their

* Ave Domina, mater mea; imo cor meum, anima mea.
t Raptrix cordinm.
$ Nonne rapuisti cor moum !

[ ]
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love to her. Father Jerome of Trexo, of the Society
of Jesus, delighted in calling himself the slave of
Mary, and as a mark of his servitude went often to
visit her in a church: and what did he do there?
He waiered the church with the tears of that tender
love which he felt for Mary ; then he wiped them with
his lips, kissing that pavement a thousand times, remem-
bering that it was the house of his beloved mistress.
_ Father Diego Martinez, of the same society, who, on
account of his devotion to our Lady, on the feasts of
Mary, was carried by angels to heaven, that he might
see with how much devotion they were celebrated
there, said, *“ Would that I had all the hearts of the
angels and the saints to love Mary as they love her.
Would that I had the lives of all men, to devote
them: alf to the love of Mary!” Let others love her
as Charles the son of St. Bridget loved her, who said
that he knew of nothing in the world which gave him
so much oconsolation as the thought of how much
Mary was beloved by God; and he added, that he
would accept every suffering rather than that Mary
should lose, if it were possible for her to lose it, the
least portion of her greatness; and if the greatness
of Mary were his, he would renounce it in her behalf,
because she was more worthy of it. J.et us desire to
sacrifice our life i testimony of our love to Mary, as
Alphonso Rodriguez desired to do.  Let us, like Fran-
cesco Binanzio, a religious, and Radagunde, wife of
King Clotaire, engrave with sharp instruments of iren
upon our breast the sweet name of Mary. Let us,

- -—
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with red-hot iron, impress upon our flesh the beloved
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love by her devoted servants.* Mary, in this respeet,
imitating our loving Redeemer Jesus Christ, makes by
her favors a twofold return to him who loves her. 1
- will exclaim, then, with the enamored St. Anselm:
May my heart languish, may my soul melt with your
never-failing love.} May my heart always burn and
my soul be consumed with love for you, oh Jesus,
my beloved Saviour, oh my dear mother Mary.
Grant then, oh Jesus and Mary, since without your
grace 1 cannot love you, grant to my soul, not through
my merits, but through yours, that I may love you as
you deserve, Oh Gbd! the lover of men, thou hast
died for thy enemies, and canst thou deny to him who
asks it, the grace of loving thee and thy mother 2}

EXAMPLE.

It is narrated by Father Auriemma,§ that a poor
shepherdess loved Mary so much that all her delight
was to go to a little chapel of our Lady, on a mount-
ain, and there in solitude, while her sheep were feed-

# Nunquam in hoc certamine a nobis vincitur. Amorem red
hibet, et prterita beneficia semper novis adauget. Paciucch. de
B. Virg.

+ Vestri continno amore langueat cor meum,liquofiat anima
mea. In Depr.ad V.

t Date itaque supplicanti anims mee, non propter meritunw,
meum sed propter meritum vestrum, date illi quantum digni
estin umorem vestrum. Oh amator hominum, tu potnisti reos
tuos usque ad mortem amare, et poteris roganti amorem tui et
matris tuse negare ¢ Loc cit.

§ Affett Scamb. tom. 2, cap. 7.
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mg, to converse with her beloved mother and pay her
devotion to her. When she saw that the figure of Mary,
in relief, was unadorned, she began, by the poor labor
of her hands, to make a drapery for it. Having gath-
ered one day some flowers in the fields, she wove
them into a garland, and then ascending the altar of
that little chapel, placed it on the head of the figure,
saying : * Oh, my mother, I would that I could place
on thy head a crown of gold and gems; but as I am
poor, receive from me this poor crown of flowers, and
accept it as a token of the love I bear thee.” Thus
this devout maiden always endeavored to serve and
honor her beloved Lady. But let us see how our good
mother, on the other hand, rewarded the visits and the
affection of her child. She fell ill, and was near her
end. It happened that two religious passing that
way, weary with travelling, stopped to rest under a
tree ; one fell asleep and the other watched, but both
bad the same vision. They saw a company of beau-
tiful virgins, and among them there was one who, in
loveliness and majesty, surpassed the rest. One of
the brothers addressed her, and said: “Lady, who
art thou ? and where art thou going?” I am the
mother of God,” she replied, ““ and I am g:oing to the
neighboring village, with these holy virgins, to visit a
dyng shepherdess, who has many times visited me.”
She spoke thus and disappeared. These two good
servants of God proposed to each other to go and -
visit her also. They went towards the place where

the dying maiden lived, entered a small coltage, and
.
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there foumd her lying upon a little straw. They sulu-
ted her, and she said to them : “ Brothers, ask of God
that he may permit you to see the company that sur-
rounds me.” They were quickly on their knees, and
saw Mary, with a_crown in her hand by the side of
the dying girl, consoling her. Then those holy vir-
gins began to sing, and with that sweet music the
blessed soul was released from the body. Mary
crowned her, and took her soul with her to paradise.

PRAYER.

-Ok Lady, Ravisher of hearts! 1 would exclaim
with St. Bonaventure; who, with the love and fa-
vor thou dost bestow upon thy servants, dost ravish
their hearts; take my miserable heart also, which
desires 8o earnestly to love thee. Thou, oh my
mother, with thy beauty hast enamored a God, and
bast drawn him from heaven into thy bosom, and
shall I live without loving thee? No. [ will say
to thee with thy loving child John Berchmans: * I
will never rest until I have attained a tender love
for my mother Mary.”* No, I will not rest until
I am certain of having obtained a love—a constant
and tender love for thee, my mother, who hast
loved me with so much tenderness even when I
was 80 ungrateful towards thee. And where should I
now be if thou, ch Mary, hadst not loved me, and ob-

* Nemgtem quiescam, donec habuero tenerum vmorem erga
wuirem meain Maviam,
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tained so many favors for me? If then thou hast
loved me so much when 1 did not love thee, how
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SECTION IV.

MARY IS ALSO MOTHER OF PENITENT SINNERS,

Marr assured St. Bridget that she was mother not
only of the just and innocent, but also of sinners, pro-
vided they wish to amend.* When a sinner becomes
penitent, and throws himself at her feet, he finds this
good mother of mercy more ready to embrace and
aid him than any earthly mother could be. This St.
Gregory wrote to the Princess Matilda: « Desire to
cease from sin, and I confidently promise you you will
find Mary more prompt than an earthly mother in
thy behalf.”} But whoever aspires to be the son of
this great mother, must first leave off sinning, and
then let him hope to be accepted as her son. Rich-
ard, commenting upon the words, “Then rose up her
children,”} remarks, that first comes the word rose up,
surrexerunt, and then children, filii; because he can-
not be a son of Mary who does not first rise from the
iniquity into which he has fallen.§ For, says St. Peter
Chrysologus, he who does works contrary to those
of Mary, by such conduct denies that he wishes to be

* Fgo sum quosi mater omnium peccatorum volentium se
emondare. L. 4, Rev. c. 188.

+ Pona finem a voluntate peceandi, et invenies Mariam—in-
dubitanter promitto—promptiorem carnali matre in tui dileo-
tiono, L. 4. Kp. 47,

3 Surrexcrunt filif ejus.  Prov. xxxi. 28,

§ Neo dignus est, qul in mortall peccato est, vocari filius tantm
matris,
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ber son.* Mary is humble, and will he be proud ?
Mary is pure, and will he be impure? Mary is full
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This 8t. Bridget once learned from Jesus Christ him-
self, who, speaking with his mother, said: “ Thou
dost aid those who are striving to rise to God, and
doat leave no soul without thy consolation.”* While
the sinner, then, is obstinate, Mary cannot love him;
but if he finds himself enchained by some passion
which makes him a slave of hell, and will commend
himself to the Virgin, and implore her with confidence
and perseverauce to rescue him from his sin, this good
mother will not fail to extend her powerful hand, she
will loose his chains, and bring him to a state of safety.
It is a heresy, condemned by the sacred Council of
Trent. to say that all the prayers and works of a person
in a state of sin aresins. St. Bernard says that prayer
in the mouth of a sinner, although it is without super-
natural excellence, since it is not accompanied by chari-
ty, yet is useful and efficient in obtaining a release from
8in; for, as St. Thomas teaches,} the prayer of the
sinner is indeed. without merit, but it serves to obtain
the grace of pardon; for the power of obtaining it is
based not upon the worth of him who prays, but upon
the divine bounty, and upon the merits and promise
of Jesus Christ, who has said, “ Every one that asketh
receiveth,”} The same may be said of the prayers
oifered to the divine mother. If he who prays, says
8t. Anselm, does not deserve to be heard, the merits

* Conant: surgere ad Deum tribuis auxilium, et neminem re~
linqnis vacuum a tua consolatione.
-+ 2,2 qu.178,a.2,ad 1.

t Omuis qui petit, accipit. Lue. xi. 10,
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of Mary, to whom he commends himself, will cause
him to be heard.* ‘Hence St. Bernard exhorts every
ginner to pray to Mary, and to feel great confidence
m praying to her; because if he does not deserve
what he demands, yet Mary obtains for him, by her
merits, the graces which she asks of God fer him.t
The office of a good mother, says the same saint, is
this : if & mother knew that her two sons were deadly
enemies, and that one was plotting against the life of
the other, what would she do but endeavor in every
way to pacify him? Thus, says the saint, Mary is
mother of Jesus, and mother of man; when she sees
any one by his sin an enemy of Jesus Christ, she can-
not endure it, and makes every effort to reconcile
them.f Our most indulgent lady only requires the
ginner to commend himself to her, and have the in-
tention to reform. When she sees a sinner coming to
implore mercy at her feet, she does not.regard the sins
with which he is laden, but the intention with which
he comes. If he comes with a good intention, though
be have committed all the sins in the world, she em-
braces him, and this most loving mother condescends
to heal all the wounds of his soul ; for she is not only
called by us the mother of mercy, but she really ie

@ 8] merita invocantis non merentur, ut exaudiatur; merita
tamen matris intercedunt, ut exaudiatur.

¢ Quia indignus erat, cni donaretur, datnm est Marie, ut pes
fllam acciperes quioquid haberes. Serm. 8,in Vig. Nat.

1 Oh felix Maria, tn mater rei, tu mater judicis ; cum sis mater
atrinsque, discordias inter tuos filios mequis sustinere. 1n
Depr.ad V.
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su.x, and shows herself such by the love and tender-
- neus with which she succors us. The blessed Virgic
herself expressed all this to St. Bridget, when she
said to her, “ However great may be a man’s sins,
when he turns to me, I am immediately ready to re-
ceive him; neither do I consider how much he has
sinned, but with what intention he comes; for I do
not disdaix. to anoint and heal his wounds, because I
am called, and truly am, the mother of mercy.”*
Mary is the mother of sinners who desire to be
converted, &nd as a mother she cannot but compas-
sionate them, and it even seems that she regards the
woes of her poor children as her own. When the
woman of Chanaan implored Jesus Christ to liberate
her daughter from the demon which tormented her,
she said: “Have mercy on me, oh Lord, thou son of
David; my daughter is grievously troubled by a
devil”t But as the daughter, not the mother, was
tormented by the devil, it would seem that she should
have said, “Oh Lord, have mercy on my daughter,”
not “ have mercy upon me;” but no, she said, “ Have
‘mercy upon me,”} and with reason, for all the miser-
ies of children are felt as their own by their mothers.
Exactly thus Mary prays God, says Richard of St.

* Quantumcumque homo peccat, statim parata sum recipere
revertentem: nec attendo quantum peocaverit, sed cum quali
tentione redit; nam non dedignor ejus plagas ungere, et sa-
nare, quia vocor et vere sum mater misericordize. Rev. L ¢. 28,

t+ Miserere mei. Domine Fili David, slia mea male a8 demo-
nio vexatur. Matth. xv. 22.

1 Miserere mei
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Laurence, when she commends to him a sinner who
has recommended himself to her: “ Have mercy upon
me.”* It is as if she said to him, My Lord, this poor
creature, who is in sin, is my child ; have pity on him,
not so much on him as on me who am his mother,
Oh, would to God that all sinners would have recourse to
this sweet mother, for all would certainly be pardoned
by God. Oh Mary, exclaims St. Bonaventure, in
wonder; thou dost embrace, with maternal affection,
the sinner who is despised by the whole world!
neither dost thou leave him until he is reconciled to
his Judge!t The saint here intends to say that the
ginner who remains in sin is hated and rejected by
all men ; even insensible creatures, fire, air, the earth,
would punish him, and inflict vengeance upon him
in order to repair the honor of their insulted Lord.
But if this wretch has recourse to Mary, does she
banish him from her presence? No: if he comes
asking for help, and intending to amend, she em-
braces him with the affection of a mother, and does
not leave him until she has reconciled him to God by
her powerful intercession, and re-established him in
his grace.

We read in the 2d book of Kings,} that the wise
woman of Thecua said to David: «“ My Lord, I had

® Maria clamat pro anims peccatrice; miserere mel. De
Laud. V. n. 8.

4 Oh Maria peccatorem toti mundo despectum, materno affecta
eomplecteris ! nec deseris, quousque miserum judiel recondl-

lies. In spec. o, 5.
$ C. xiv.
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two sons, and for my misfortune one has killed the
other; so that I have already lost a child; justice
would now take from me my other and only son;
have pity on me a poor mother, and do not let me be
deprived of both my children.” Then David had
compassion on this mother, and liberated the criminal,
and restored him to her.* It appears that Mary
ofters the same petition when God is angry with a
sinner, who has recourse to her: Oh my God, she
says to him, I had two sons, Jesus and man; man
has killed my Jesus on the cross; thy justice would
Bow condemn man ; my Lord, my Jesus is dead ; have
mercy upon me, and if I have lost one, do not con-
demn me to lose the other also. Ah, God assuredly
does not condemn those sinners who have recourse to
Mary, and for whom she prays; since God himself
hss given these sinners to Mary for her children.
The devout Lanspergius puts these words into the
mouth of our Lord : I have commended sinners to
Mary as her children. Wherefore she is so watchful
in the performance of her office that she permits none
to be lost who are committed to her care, especially
those who invoke her, and uses all her power to lead
them back to me. And who can describe, says
Blosius, the goodness, the mercy, the fidelity, and the
charity with which this our mother strives to save us,

* Marim peccatores in filios commendavi, propterea adeo est
seduls, ut, officio suo satisfaciens neminem eorum, qui sibi
commissi sunt, precipue illam invocantium, perire sinat, sed
quantum valet, omnes wihi reducat. V. L 4, Min. Op,
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when we invoke her aid?* Let us prostrate our-
selves, then, says St. Bernard, before this good mother,
let us cling to her sacred feet, and leave her not until
she- gives us her blessing, and accepts us for her
children.t Who could distrust the goodness of this
mother ? said 8t. Bonaventure. Though she should
slay me, I will hope in her; and, confident in my trust,
I would die near her image, and be saved.} And thus
should every sinner say who has recourse to this kind
mother: Oh my Lady and mother, I deserve for my
faults that thou shouldst banish me from thy pres-
ence, and shouldst punish me for my sins ; but even if
thou shouldst cast me off and slay me, I shall never
lose confidence in thee and in thy power to save me.
In thee I entirely confide, and if it be my fate to die
before some image of thine, recommending myself to
thy compassion, I should have a certain hope of my
salvation, and of going to praise thee in heaven, united
to all thy servants who called upon thee for aid in
death, and are saved. Let the following example be
read, and let the reader judge if any sinner can dis-
trust the mercy and love of this good mother, if he
has recourse to her.

* Hujus matris bonitas, misericordia, fidelitas, charitas erga
homines tanta est ut nullis verbis explicari possit.

4 Boatis illins pedibus persolvamur; tencamus oan, nec di
mittamus donec benedixerit nes. In Sign. Mag.

3 Etiamsi occiderit me, sperabo in eum; et tutus confidens
Juxta ejus imaginem mori desidero, et salvus ero.
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EXAMPLE.

It is narrated by Belluacensis that in Ridolio, a city
of England, in the year 1430, there lived a young
nobleman named Ernest, who gave all his patrimony
to the poor, and entered a monastery, where he led
30 holy a life that he was greatly esteemed by his
superiors, particularly for his special devotion to the
most holy Virgin. It happened that a pestilence
prevailed in that city, and the citizens had recourse to
that monastery to ask the prayers of the monks. The
abbot ordered Ernest to go and pray before the altar
of Mary, and not to quit it until she had given him an
answer. The youth remained there three days, and
reccived from Mary, in answer, some prayers, which
were to be said. They were said, and the plague ceased.
It happened afterwards that this youth became less ar-
dent in his devotion to Mary ; the devil assailed him
with many temptations, especially to impurity, and to
a desire to flee from the monastery; and having neg-
leoted to recommend himself to Mary, he resolved to
take flight by casting himself from the wall of the
monastery ; but passing before an image of the Virgin
which stood in the corridor, the mother of God spoke
to him, and said: “My son, why do you leave me ?”
Ernest was overwhelmed with surprise, and, filled with
compunction, fell on the earth, saying: «“ My Lady,
behold, I have no power to resist, why do you not
ai' --- " -~d the Mudonna replied : “ Why have you
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not invoked me? If you had sought my protection,
you would not have been reduced to this; from this
day commend yourself to me, and have confidence.”
Ernest returned to his cell; but the temptations were
renewed, yet he neglected to call upon Mary for as-
sistance. He finally fled from the monastery, and
leading a bad life, he went on from one sin to another,
till he became an assassin. He rented an inn, where
in the night he murdered unfortunate travellers, and
stripped them of all they had. One night, among
others, he killed the cousin of the governor of the
place, who, after examination and trial, condemned
him to the gallows. But during the examination, a
young traveller arrived at the inn, and the host, as
usual, laid his plans and entered his chamber to assas-
sinate him: but on approaching the bed, he finds the
young man gone, and a Christ on the cross, covered
with wounds, in his place. Our Lord, looking com-
passionately at him, said : «Is it not enough that I have
died once for thee ? Dost thou wish to slay me again ?
Doit, then ; lift thy hand and kill me!” Then the poor
Ernest, covered with confusion, began to weep, and
exclaimed: “Oh Lord, behold me ready to return to
thee, who hast shown me so much mercy.” He im-
mediately left the inn to go back to the monastery and
do penance ; but the officers of justice overtook him
on the way, he was carried before the judge, and m
hw presence confessed all the murders he had com-
mitted. He was at once condemned to death, with-
out even being allowed time for confession. He com
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mended himself to Mary. He was hung upon the
gallows, but the Virgin prevented his death. She
herself released him, and said to him: “Return to the
monastery ; do penance; and when you shall see in
my hand a paper containing the pardon of thy sins,
then prepare to die. Ernest returned, and having
related all to the abbot, did great penance. After
many years, he saw in the hand of Mary the paper con-
taining his pardon ; he then prepared for his last end,
and died a holy death,

PRAYER.

. Ol Mary, sovereign queen, and worthy mother of
my God, most holy Mary! Finding myself so vile, so
laden with sin, I dare not approach thee and call
thee mother. But I cannot let my miseries deprive
me of the consolation and confidence I feel in calling
thee mother. I know that I deserve to be rejected
by. thee, but I pray thee to consider what thy son
Jesus. has done and suffered for me; and then cast
me from thee if thou canst. I am a poor sinner, who,
more than others, have despised the divine Majesty ;
but the evil is already done. To theeI have recourse :
thou canst help me; oh, my mother, help me. Do
not say that thou canst not aid me, for I know that
thou art omnipotent, and dost obtain whatever thou
desirest from thy God. If then thou sayest that
thou canst not help me, at least tell me to whom I
must- have recourse for succor in my deep distress,
With St. Anselm, I will say to thee, and to thy Son:

S
PR
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Have pity on me, oh thou, my Redeemer, and pardon
me, thou my mother, and recommend me to pardon ;
or teach me to whom I may have recourse, who is
more compassionate than you, and in whom I may
have more confidence. No, neither in heaven nor on
earth can I find one who has more compassion for the
miserable, or who can aid me more than\you. Thou,
oh Jesus, art my father, and thou, oh Mary, art my
mother. You love those who are the most wretched,
and you seek to save them. 1 am worthy of hell, and
of all beings the most miserable; you need not to
seek me, neither do I ask you to seek me; I present
myself to you with a sure hope that I shall not be
abandoned by you. Behold me at your feet; my

Jesus, pardon me; my Mary, help me.
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CHAPTER II.

VITA, DULCEDO.
Our life, our sweetness,

SECTION I.

€ARY I8 OUR LIFE, BECAUSE SHE OBTAINS FOR TS THE PARDON OW
OUR BINS.

In order to understand rightly the reason why the
boly Church calls Mary our life, we must consider
that as the soul gives life to the body, so divine grace
gives life to the soul; for a soul without grace, though
nominally alive, in truth is dead, as we find in the
Apocalypse: “Thou hast the name of being alive, and
thou art dead.”* As Mary, then, obtains for sinners,
by her intercession, the gift of grace, she restores them
to life. The holy Church applies to her the following
words of Proverbs: ¢ They that in the r orning early
watch for me, shall find me.”t They shall find me,
or, according to the Septuagint, “they shall find
grace.”t Hence, to have recourse to Mary is to find
the grace of God ; for, as immediately follows: « He
who finds me shall find life, and shall receive from

* Nomen habes quod vivas, et mortnus es. Apoe. iii. 1.
¢ Qui mano vigilant ad me, inverient me. Irov. viii. 17.
t Invenient e, invenient gratiam.
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God eternal salvation.”* Listen, as St. Bonaventure
exclaims here upon these words, listen, all ye who de«
sire the kingdom of God; honor the Virgin Mary,
and ye shall have life and eternal salvation.t

St. Bernardine of Sienna says, that God did not
destroy man after his fall, because of the peculiar love
that he bore his future child Mary. And the sain’
adds, that he doubts not all the mercy and pardon
which sinners received under the Old Law, was granted
them by God solely for the sabe of this blessed
Virgin.}

Therefore St. Bernard exhorts us, if we have been
so unfortunate as to lose divine grace, to strive to re-
cover it, but to strive through Mary; for if we have
lost it, she has found it:§ and hence she is called by
this saint, “ The finder of grace.”] This the angel
Gabriel expressed for our consolation, when he said
to the Virgin, “ Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found
grace.”Y But if Mary had never been without grace,
how could the angel say to her that she had found it ?

* Qm me invenerit, inveniet vitam, et hauriet salutem 2
Domino.

t+ Audite, audite qui cupitis regnum Dei ; Virginem Mariam
honorate, et invenictis vitum et salutem eternam.

3 Omnes indulgentins factas in Veteri Testamento non am
bigo Deum fecisse solum propter hujus benedictee puelle Vie-
ginis reverentiam, et amorem. Tom. 4, serm. 61, c. 8.

§ Quaramus grutiam, et per Mariam quarumus. Serm. de
sqnsed.

| Inventrix gratis,

9 Ne timeas Maria, invonisti gratiam. Lue. i. 80.
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A thing is said to be found when it has been loaw,
The Virgin was always with God and with grmee ; she
‘was even full of grace, as the Archangel himwil an-
nounced when he saluted her, « Hail! full of grace,
the Lord is with thee.”* If, then, Mary did not find
grace for herself, for whom did she tind it? Cardinal
Hugo answers, when commenting upon the abov(
passage, that she found it for sinners who had los
it.  Letsinners, then, says the devout writer wh
have lost grace, flee to Mary ; with her they will cex
tainly find it; and let them say: Oh Lady, what is lo:
must be restored to him who has lost it; this grac
which thou hast found is not thine, thou hast nev
lost it ; it is ours, for we have lost it, and to us the
shouldst restore it.4  In connection with whic
Richard of St. Laurence remarks: If then we ¢
sire to find the grace of God, let us go to Mary, w
hus found it, and always finds it.y And since :
ever has been, and ever will be, dear to God, if

have recourse to her, we certainly shall find it. ¢
says, in the holy Canticles, that God has placed

in the world to be our defence,§ and therefore sh
ordained to be the mediatrix of peace between

* Ave gratia plena, Dominus tecum.

+ Currant ergo, currant peceatores ad Virginem qui grt
smirerant peccando, et esm invenient apud ip=awmn. 8
dicant; Redde nobis rem nostrain, quam invenixti.

$ Cupientes invenire gratiam quaramus inventricen
quee, quia semper invenit frustruri non poterit. De
V.l ) '

§ Ego murus et ubera mea sicut turris. Cant. wiii. 10.

- -
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smner and God. “I am become in his presence as
one finding peace.”* By which words St. Bernard
gives encouragement to the sinner, and says: Go
to this mother of mercy, and show her the wounds
which thy sins have inflicted upon thy soul. Then
she will certainly pray her Son that he may pardon
thee by the milk with which she has nourished him,
and the Son who loves her so much will certainly hea
her4 8o, too, the holy Church teaches us to pray
the Lord to grant us the powerful intercession of
Mary, that we may arise from our sins, in the follow-
ing prayer: ¢ Grant us, oh merciful God! strength
against all our weakness; that we who celebrate the
memory of the holy mother of God, may, by the help
of her intercession, arise again from our iniquities.”}
Justly, then, does St. Lawrence Justinian call her
the hope of evil-doers, “spes delinquentium,” since
she alone can obtain their pardon from God. St.
Bernard rightly names her the ladder of sinners,
“Peccatorum scala;” since she, this compassionate
queen, offers her hand to poor fallen mortals, leads
them from the precipice of sin, and helps them to
ascend to God. 8t. Augustine rightly calls her the

* Ex quo facta smia coram eo quasi pacem reperiens. Cant.
viii. 10. .

¢+ Vade ad matrem misericordie, et ostende illi tuorum plagas
peceatorum; et ita ostendet pro te ubera. Exaudiet utique
matrem filius.

3 Conocede, misericors Deus, fragilitati nostrm presidium ; ut
qui sanctm Dei Genitricis memoriam agimus, interoesaioms ejus
suxilio s nostris inlquitatibus resurgamus
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only hope of us sinners, since by her means alo
hope for the remission of all our sins.* Ar
John Chrysostom repeats the same thing, na
that sinners receive pardon only through the int
* sion of Mary.f Whence the saint in the name
sinners thus salutes her: Hail! mother of Go
ours; Heaven where God dwells ; Throne from -
the Lord dispenses all graces; always pray to
for us, that by thy prayers we may obtain parc
the day of account, and the glory of the bless
heaven.} Finally, Mary is rightly culled au
“Who is she that cometh forth as the morning risin
Because, as Pope Innocent says, aurora is the e
night, and the beginning of day, well is the V
Mary, who is the end of vices and the beginnii
virtues, designated as aurora.|] And the same .
which the birth of Mary produced in the world, «
tion to her produces in the soul ; she putsanend t
night of sin, and leads the soul into the way of

* Tu es spes unica peccatorum, quia per te speramus v(
omnium delictorum. Serm. 18, de Sanctis.

t+ Per hanc peccatorum veniam consequimur.

1 Ave igitur mater, Ceelum, Thronus, Ecclesi® nostree D
assidue precare Jesum, ut per te misericordiam invenire :
judicii, et que reposita sunt iis qui diligunt Deum bons
soqui possimus, In Offic. Nat. B. M., die 5.

§ Quee est ista, quan progreditur quasi aurora consury
Cant. vi. 9.

| Cum aurora sit finis noctis, et origo diei, vere per anr
designatur Maria Virgo, que fuit finis vitiorum, et origo 1
tam. Serm. 2, de At: B. V.

P N
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tue. Hence, St. Germanus says: Oh mother of God,
thy protection is immortal! thy intercession is life.*
And in his sermon on the Zone of the Virgin,} the
saint says that the name of Mary, to him who pro-
nounces it with affection, is either the sign of life, or
that soon he will have life. :

Mary sang: “For behold, from henceforth all
nations shall call me blessed.”} On this account, says
8t. Bernard, all nations shall call thee blessed, because
all thy servants by thy means shall obtain the life of
grace and eternal glory.§ “In thee sinners find par-
don, and the just perseverance, and afterwards life
eternal.”] Do not despair, as the devout Bernardine
de Bustis says, oh sinner, although you have commit-
ted all possible sin, but confidently have recourse to
this Lady, for you will find her hands full of mercies.
Then he adds: Mary is more desirous to bestow
favors upon you than you are to receive them.®[

By St. Andrew of Crete, Mary is called “ The se-

* Serm. 8, in Dorm. B. V.

t+ De Zona Virgin.

1 Ecoe enim ex hoo beatam me dicont omnes generationes.
Lauc. L 48,

§ Ex hoo beatam te dicent omnes generationes, qus omnibus
generationibus vitam et gloriam genuisti. Serm. 3, in Pentec.

] In te peocatores veniam, justi gratiam inveniunt in eternum.
S8erm. de Nat. B. V.

9 O peoccator ne diffidas, etiamsi commisisti omnia peccata;
sed secure ad istam gloriosissiman Dominam recurras. In-
venies eam in manibus plenam inisericordia, et largitate ; plus
enim ipea desiderat facere tihi bonum, et largiri g1atiam, quam
tu accipere concupiscas, Serm. :, de N. M.
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curity of divine pardon.”® By this is meant, that
wher. sinners have recourse to Mary that they may be
reconciled to God, God assures them of pardon, and
gives them the assurance by also giving them the
pledge of it. And this pledge is Mary, whom he has
given us for our advocate, by whose intercession, in
virtae of the merits of Jesus Christ, God pardons all
sinners who place themselves under her protection.
It was revealed to St. Bridget by an angel, that the
holy prophets were full of joy when they learned that
God, by the humility and purity of Mary, would be-
come reconciled to sinners, and receive into his favor
those who had provoked his wrath.}

No sinner need ever fear that he shall be rejected
by Mary, if he has recourse to her mercy. No, for
she is mother of mercy; and as such, desireg to save
the most miserable. Mary is that happy ark in which
he who takes refuge will never suffer the shipwreck
of eternal ruin; “arca in qua naufragium evadimus.”
Even the brutes were saved in the time of the deluge
in the ark of Noe; so, under the mantle of Mary,
even sinners are saved. St. Gertrude one day saw
Mary with her mantle extended, beneath which
many wild beasts, lions, bears, and tigers had shel-

* Fidejussio divinarum reconciliationum, qus dato pignore
fit.

+ Exultabant antem prenoscentes, quod ipse Dominus ex tua
humilitate et vite puritate, O Maria stella prefulgida, placaretar,
et qnod reciperot eos in suam gratiam, qui ipsum ad iracundiam
provocaverunt. Serm. Ang.c. 9. -
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tered themselves; and Mary not only did not cass
them from her, but received them with pity and ca~
ressed them.  And by this the saint understood, that
the vilest sinners, when they flee to Mary, are not cast
out, but welcomed . and  saved from eternal death.
Let us enter, then, into this ark, and seek refuge under
the mantle of Mary ; for she certainly will not reject
us, and will surely save us.

EXAMPLE.

It is narrated by Father Bovius,* of a very sinful
person named Helen, that having gone to church, she
accudentally heard a sermon on the rosary. As she
went out she bought one, but carried it hidden, so that
it should not be seen. Afterwards, she began to re-
cite it; and although she recited it without devotion,
the most holy Virgin infused into her heart such con-
solation and sweetness in it, that she could not cease
repeating it. And by this she was inspired with such
a hortor of her evil life, that she could find no peace,
and was forced, as it were, to go to confession. She
confessed with so much contrition, that the confessor
was amazed. Having finished her confession, she
went immediately before an altar of the blessed Vir-
gin, to thank her advocate; she recited her rosary,
and the divine mother spoke to her from her image,
and said : “ Helen, you have too long offended God
snd me; henceforth change your life, and I will be-

& Ea.dells B8. Virg.
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stow upon you many of my favors.” The poor sinner.
in confusion, answered : “ Ah, most holy Virgin, it is
true that hitherto I have been very sinful, but thou,
who art all-powerful, assist me; I give myself to thee,
and will pass the remainder of my life in doing pen-
ance for mysins.” Assisted by Mary, Helen bestowed
all her goods upon the poor, and commenced a rigor-
ous penance. She was tormented by dreadful tempta-
tions, but she continued to recommend herself to the
mother of God; and always, with her aid, came off
victorious. She was favored also with many super-
natural graces, as visions, revelations, and prophecies,
At last, before her death, of which she had been
warned a few days previously by Mary, the Virgin
herself came with her Son to visit her ; and in death,
the soul of this sinner was seen, in the form of a beau-
tiful dove, ascending to heaven.

PRAYER.

Behold, oh mother of my God, Mary, my only hope,
behold at thy feet a miserable sinner, who implores
thy mercy. Thou art proclaimed and called by the
whole Church, and by all the faithful, the refuge of
sinners; thou then art my refuge; it is thine to save
me. Thou knowest how much thy Son desires our
salvation.* Thou, too, knowest what Jesus Christ
suffered to save me. I offer to thee, oh my mother,

« Hols dulcissima Del mater, quantum placeat benedioto fhe
tar -=t-- =m=tma, Guill, Pariu.
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the sufferings of Jesus; the cold which he endured in
the stable, the steps of his long journey into Egpyt,
his toils, his sweat, the blood that he shed, the tor-
ments which caused his death before thy eyes upon
the cross; show thy love for this Son, whilst I, for the
love of him, beg thee to aid me. Extend thy hand to
a fallen creature, who asks pity of thee. If I were a
saint, I would not ask for mercy ; but because I am a
sinner, I have recourse to thee, who art the mother
of mercies. I know that thy compassionate heart
finds consolation in succoring the wretched, when thou
canst aid them, and dost not find them obstinate in
their sins. Console, then, to-day thy own compas-
sionate heart, and console me ; for thou hast a chance
to save me, a poor wretch condemned to hell ; and
thou canst aid me, for I will not be obstinate. I place
myself in thy hands; tell me what I must do, and ob-
tain for me strength to do it, and I will do all I can to
return to a state of grace. I take refuge beneath thy
mantle. Jesus Christ wishes me to have recourse to
thee, that, for thy glory and his, since thou art his
mother, not only his blood, but also thy prayers, may
aid me to obtain salvation. He sends me to thee that
thou mayest assist me. Oh Mary, I hasten to thee,
and in thee I trust. Thou dost pray for so many
others, pray, and say also one word for me. Say to
God, that thou desirest my salvation, and God cer-
tainly will save me. Tell him that I am thine; this

is all I ask from thee.
"
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SECTION II.

MARY IS AGAIN OUR LIFE, BECAUSE SHE OBTAINS FOR US PERSH
VERANOCE,

FinaL perseverance is a divine gift so great, that, as

the holy Council of Trent has declared, it is a wholly
gratuitous gift, and one that cannot be merited by us,
But, as St. Augustine teaches us, all those obtain per-
severance from God who ask it of him ; and as Father
Suarez says, they infallibly obtain it if they are diligent
to the end of life in praying God for it ; because, as
Cardinal Bellarmine writes: This perseverance is daily
to be sought, that it may be daily obtained.* Now, if
it is true, which I consider. certain, according to the
present very general opinion, as I shall presently de-
monstrate in chap. 5th—if it is true that all the graces
which are bestowed on us by God pass through the
hands of Mary, it must also be true that only through
Mary can we hope for and obtain this great gift of
perseverance. And we certainly shall obtain it, if,
with confidence, we always ask it of Mary. She her-
self promises this grace to all those who serve her
fzuthfully in this life, «They that work by me shall
not sin; they that explain me shall have life everlast-
ing:”"t which words the holy Church puts into the
mouth of Mary on the Feast of her Conception.

" * Quotidie petenda est, ut quotid:e‘ obtineatur.

+ Qui operantur in me, non peccabunt; qui elicidant me, v
tam eterpam habebunt. Eocli. xxiv. 80, 81.
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In order that we may be preserved in the life of di-
vine grace, spiritual strength is necessary to resist all
the-enemies of our salvation. Now, this strength can
only be obtained by means of Mary: Mine is this
strength, says Mary: “Mea est fortitudo” G-d
has intrusted this gift to my hand, that I may bestow
it on my devoted servants. “By me kings reign:”
“Per me reges regnant.”* By me my servants reign,
and rule their senses and their passions, and thus -
make themselves worthy of reigning eternally in heav-
en. Oh, what strength have the servants of fhis
great Lady to conquer all the temptations of hell!
Mary is that tower spoken of in the holy Canticles:
“Thy neck is as the tower of David, which is built
with bulwarks ; a thousand bucklers hang upon it, all
the armor of valiant men.”t She is like a strong
tower of defence for her lovers, who take refuge with
ber in the day of battle; in her all her devoted ser-
vants find shields and weapons of every kind to defend
themselves against the powers of hell.

For this reason, the most holy Virgin is called a
plane-tree: “As a plane-tree by the water in the
streets was I exalted.”} This passage is explained
by Cardinal Hugo, who tells us that the plane-tree has

® Prov. viii. 15. In Festo 8 Maris ad nives. .

+ Sicut turris David collum tuum, qus edificata est cum pro-
prenaculis ; mille clypei pendent ex ea, omnis armatura fortium,
Lant. iv. 4

1 Qussi platanus exaltata sum juxts aquam in plateis. Eccll
xiv. 39, .
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leaves like shields.* And by this is explained the de-
fence that Mary affords those who take refuge with
her. The blessed Amadeus gives another explanation,
and says that she is called a plane-tree because, ay
plane-tree, with its shade, protects the traveller
unm the heat of the sun and from the rain, so,
under the mantle of Mary, men find shelter from
the heat of their passions and the fury of temp-
tations.} '
Unfortunate are those souls who withdraw from this
shelter, neglect their devotion to Mary, and fail to rec
ommend themselves to her in trial. If the sun shoul
no more rise upon the world, says St. Bernard, wh:
would the world become but a chaos of darkness a
horror 724 If a soul loses her devotion to Mary, s
will immediately be full of darkness, and that darkn
of which the Holy Ghost says: “Thou hast appoin
darkness, and it is night; in it shall all the beast
the woods go about.”§ When the divine light «
not shine in a soul it is night, and it will become a
of all sins and demons. Woe to those, as St. An
says, who turn away from the light of this

# Platanus habet folia scutis similia.

t Virgo ramorum extensione se ubique expandit, ut fili.
a)» wstu et turbine umbra desiderabili protegeret. !
Bom. 8.

t Tolle corpus hoo solare, ubi dies? Tolle Mariam, q
t nebr relinquentur? Serm. de' Aqueed.

§ Posuisti tenebras, et facta est nox; in ipsa pertr
omnes bestis sylvee. Psal. ciii. 20.

| Ve ves els qui solem istum aversantur!
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that is, who neglect devotion to Mary. 8t. Francis
Borgia, with reason, feared for the perseverance of
those in whom he did not find a special devotion to
the blessed Virgin. When once he asked some novices
to what saint they had the most devotion, and found
that some of them were not especially devoted to
Mary, he warned the master to watch more carefully
these unfortunate persons; and it happened that they
ell lost their vocation and quitted religion.

St. Germanus justly called the most holy Virgin
the breath of Christians ; because, as the body cannot
live without breathing, so the soul cannot live without
having recourse and commending itself to Mary,
through whose means the life. of divine grace is ob-
tained for us and preserved in us.* As respiration is
not only the sign, but also the cause of life, so the
name of Mary, when it is spoken by the servants of
God, not only proves that they are living, but pro-
cures and maintains this life, and obtains for them
every aid. The blessed Alanus, when once assailed
by a strong temptation, was on the point of being lost
because he omitted to recommend himself to Mary;
but the blessed Virgin appeared to him, and, to warn
him against such neglect in future, gave him a blow
on the ear, and said to him: “If thou hadst com-

* Bicut respiratio non solum est signum vitse, sed etiam can-
sa; sic Mari® nomen, quod in servorum Dei ore versatur, sirnul
argumentum est quod vere vivant, simul etiam hanc vitam effi-
¢it ot conservat; omnemque eis opem irnpertitur. C(rat. de

Deip.
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mended thyself to me, thou wouldst not have been ex-
posed to this peril.”

- On the other hand: “Blessed is the man,” says
Mary, «that heareth me, and that watcheth daily at
my gates, and waiteth at the posts of my doors.”*
Mary will certainly be ready to obtain light and
strength for those faithful servants, that they may
abandon their vices and walk in the paths of virtue.
Hence is she, as lnnocent III. beautifully expresses
it: The moon by night, the dawn of the morning, and
the sun by day.t The moon, to him who is groping
in the night of sin, to give him light to see his wretched
state of condemnation; the dawn, the forerunner o
the sun, to him who is enlightened, that he may coms
forth from sin and return to divine grace; and th
sun, to him who is in grace, that he may not agai
fall into any precipice.

Theologians apply to Mary these words of - Eccles
asticus: “Her bands are a healthful binding.”
Wherefore are they called bands, asks St. Lawrenc
Justinian, unless because she binds her servants, th:
they may not wander in forbidden fields ?§ St. Bon:
venture explains in a similar manner the words of tl

+ Beatus homo qui audit me, qui vigilat ad fores meas quo
die, et observat ad postes ostii mei. Prov. viii. 34. In Fe:
Cone. B. V. M.

+ Lunain nocte, aurora in diluculo, sol in die. Serm. 2, de A

$ Vinculu illius alligatura salutaris. Eeccli. vi. 81.

. 8 Quare vinculm ? nisi quia servos ligat, ne discurrant per ce
pos licentie. :
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office of Mary: “ My abode is in the full asseinbly of
saints.”* He says that Mary is not only established
in the fulness of the saints, but that she also upholds
the saints, that they may not fall away ; she sustains
their virtue that it may not waver, and prevents the
demons from doing them harm.}

1t is said that “ all her domestics are elothed with
double garments.”} Cornelius & Lapide thus describes
this double garment : It is a‘double garment, because
she clothes her servants with the virtues of her Son,
as well as with her own ;§ and, thus clothed, they will
preserve holy perseverance. For this reason, St. Philip
Neri always admonished his penitents by saying to
them : My children, if you desire perseverance, be de-
vout to Mary. The venerable brother John Berch-
mans, of the Company of Jesus, also said : He who
loves Mary, shall have perseverance. The reflection
which Rupert the Abbot makes upon the prodigal son
is very beautiful. If the mother of this prodigal son
bad been living, he would either never have left his
father’s house, or would have returned much sooner.

# In plenitudine sanctorum detentio mea. Eocli. xxiv. 16.

t Ipea quoque non solum in plenitudine sanctorum detinetur,
sed etiam.in plenitudine sanctos detinet, ne eorum plenituda
minoatur; detinet nimirum virtutes, ne fugiant; detinet demo-
nes, pe noceant. In spec.

$ Omues domestici ejus vestiti suut duphci'bus Prov. xxx1.
g1,

§ Duplici veste ipsa ornat sibi devotos, quia tam Chrisd qumn
suis virtutibus eos indait.

§ 8i prodigus filius viventem matrem habuisset, vel a paterns
domo nunquam discessisset, vel forte citiua rediisset.
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And by this he wished to say, that he who is a child
of Mary, either never departs from God, or if for his
misfortune he departs, by means of Mary he quickly
returns.

Ob, if all men loved this most kind and loving Lady,
and in temptations always and immediately had re-
course to her, who would fall? Who would be lost ?
He falls and is lost who does not flee to Mary. St.
Lawrence Justinian applies to Mary these words of
Ecclesiasticus : “I have walked in the waves of the
sea;”* and makes her to say: I walk with my ser-
vants in the midst of the tempests to which they are
exposed, to assist them, and prevent them from fall-
ing into the precipice of sin.}

Father Bernardine de Bustis relates that a hawk
darted upon a bird which had been taught to say Ave
Maria; the bird said Ave Maria, and the hawk fell
dead. By this our Lord wished to show us, that if
an irrational bird was saved from destruction by in-
voking Mary, how much more surely will he be pre-
vented from falling into the power of evil spirits, who
is mindful to invoke Mary in his temptations. Nothing
remains to be done, says 8t. Thomas of Villanova,
when the devils come to tempt us, but, like the chick-
ens when the kite appears, to run quickly under the
shelter of the wings of our mother. Let us, then, at
the approach of the temptations which assail us, with-

* In fluctibus maris ambulavi. C. xxiv. 8.
+ 8cilicet cum familiaribus meis, ut ipsos ernerem a naafragio
peonatorum.

TN
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out stopping to parley with them, place ourselves at
once under the protection of Mary.* And then, the
saint goes on to say, our Lady and mother must, defend
us; for, after God, we have no refuge but thee, who
art our only hope, and the only protectress in whom
we may confide.}

Let us, then, conclude with the words of St. Ber-
nard :} Ohman, whoever thou art, thou knowest that
in this miserable life thou art rather tossing on the
tempestuous waves, among dangers and tempests,
than walking upon the earth; if thou wouldst not
sink, keep thy eye fixed on this star, namely, Mary.
Look at the star, invoke Mary. When in danger of
sinning, when tormented by temptations, when doubts
disturb thee, remember that Mary can aid thee, and in-
stantly call upon her. May her powerful name never
depart from the confidence of thy heart, nor from the
invocation of thy lips. If thou wilt follow Mary, thou

& Sicut pulli, volitantibus desuper milvis, ad gallins alas oo-
eurrunt; ita nos sub velamento alarum tuarum abscondimur,
Serm. 8, de Nat. Virg.

+ Neecimus aliud refuginm nisi te, tu sola es unica spes nos-
tra, tu sola patrona nostra, ad quem omnes aspicimus.

1 O quisquis te intelligis in hujus s®culi pro fluvio magis in-
ter procellas et tempestates fluctuare, quam per terram ambu-
lare ; ne avertas oculos a fulgore hujus sideris, si non vis obrui
procellis; respice stellam, voca Mariam. In periculis, in angus-
tiis, in rebus dubiis Mariam cogita, Mariam invoca. Non rece-
dat ab ore, non recedat a corde. Ipsam sequens, non devias.
Ipeam rogans, non desperas. Ipsa tenente, non corruis. Ipsa
protegente, non metuis. Ipsa duce, non fatigaria, Ipea pro-
pitia, pervenis. Sic fac, et vives. Hom. 2, super